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Gender 

 
 

Women & Politics 
 
Gender Task Force of MPs Formed 
Gender Task Force of female parliamentarians has been formed to take women related issues forward and 
promote awareness among women. Women parliamentarians including MNAs, Senators and MPAs are its 
members. The task force was formed after a one-day workshop of female parliamentarians on the advocacy on 
the issues faced by women and the role they can play to improve the conditions of females. The workshop was 
organized by Gender Reform Action Plan (GRAP) Ministry of Women Development in collaboration with United 
Nations Fund for Population Advocacy (UNFPA). Two sessions of the workshop were chaired by Ministry for 
Women Development Sindh Ms. Tauqeer Fatima Bhutto and Minister for Women Development Balochistan Ms 
Ghazala Gola respectively and a large number of female MNAs and MPAs belonging to various political parties 
attended the workshop. In his opening note, Federal Secretary Raja Raza Arshad said that women’s 
empowerment was a process which needed not only to be addressed by MoWD but the society as a whole. He 
briefed the participants about the efforts being made by MoWD for empowerment of the women. Dr. Hulki Uz, 
deputy representative of UNFPA in his speech said that the gender equality in all sectors of Pakistani society was 
a collective goal of government of Pakistan and UNFPA. He said that long-lasting change came from inside and 
there was a need to adopt a participatory approach on maternal health and maternal mortality and all other 
gender issues. 

(The Nation – December 22, 2008) 
 
Women Wings of Five Parties Adopt National Action P lan 
More than 90 representatives of women wings of five major political parties on December 18 developed and 
endorsed a National Action Plan to strengthen their wings and boost their representation in the decision-making 
bodies of their respective political parties. The plan is the outcome of a two-day workshop arranged by the 
National Democratic Institute (NDI) to launch a new three-year programme to strengthen women’s participation in 
political parties. The participants included senators, MNAs, MPAs and central, provincial and district level leaders 
of PPP, PML-N, PML-Q, ANP and MQM from Islamabad and all the four provinces. Recommendations for the 
plan were drafted by party groups and then presented to a plenary session for discussion. The participants 
unanimously adopted the plan by a show of hands after presentation of the final draft by an Advisory Committee 
made up of representatives from all five parties. The National Action Plan sets out minimum standards for 
women’s participation in political parties with two key objectives: to strengthen women’s wings and to increase 
women’s representation on party decision making bodies. The plan calls for election of all women wing positions 
with a limited term of office, autonomy of women wing to be enshrined in the party constitution to plan and 
organize their own activities, raise funds and decide their use, training of women wing members, regular 
communication between different organizational levels of the women’s wing and regular meetings between the 
provincial president and the district presidents; maintaining records of members, meetings and other activities; 
office-bearers of the women wing to receive the same recognition as their counterparts in other wings; and 
representation of women from minorities in the women wing. 
 
NDI Country Director Sheila Fruman credited the party activists for helping to create a new space for democracy 
to flourish in Pakistan in the Feb 18 election. She said the parties must recognize that contribution and create 
more opportunities for women to play leadership roles as part of a winning strategy. She noted that in 2003 all the 
five parties had signed Global Action Plan initiated by NDI to enhance women’s political participation. She lauded 
women for developing a consensus National Action Plan as a way to implement the previous commitment of their 
party leaders. She reconfirmed NDI support to women wings to implement the plan. 

(Daily Times – December 19, 2008) 
 
Marvi Submits Private Bill on Crimes against Women 
PML-Q legislator Marvi Memon submitted in the National Assembly on December 13 a private bill proposing 
severe punishment for crimes against women. The proposed legislation, named the Criminal Laws (Amendment) 
Bill 2008, proposes amendments in the Pakistan Penal Code (PPC) and the Code of Criminal Procedure, 
suggesting life imprisonment as the maximum punishment for causing a woman’s death because of issues related 
to dowry, and 10 years in prison for acid throwing, depriving a woman of inheritance and concealing marriage. 
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Memon told Daily Times that noted jurist Senator Anwar Bhinder had helped her draft the bill and that she hoped 
the government would allow her to move the bill on a private members day and help her muster support of ‘all the 
parties to pass it unanimously’. She said stern punishments could deter crimes against women. 
 
Dowry issues:  The legislator said she had proposed adding a sub-section 306-A to Section 306 of the PPC to 
include deaths related to dowry issues. “If the death of a women is caused by any burn or physical injury or 
occurs otherwise than under normal circumstances and it is revealed that soon before death she was subjected to 
cruelty by her husband or any relative of her husband in connection with any demand for dowry, such death shall 
be called dowry death and such husband or relative shall be deemed to have caused dowry death,” the proposed 
new section states. “Whoever will commit criminal dowry death shall be punished with imprisonment for a term, 
which may extend to life imprisonment but shall not be less than seven years.” 
 
Acid throwing:  A proposed sub-section 324-A in the PPC states that “whoever will cause any injury by throwing 
any kind of acid on face or any part of the body of some person with intent to take some revenge or otherwise 
disfigures some one to put him or her in the mental or physical agony shall be punished with imprisonment which 
could extend to ten years but shall not be less than five years and shall also be liable to fine which may extend to 
Rs 500,000.” 
 
Inheritance:  Another proposed sub-section in the PPC, 424-A, states that anyone who ‘frequently’ conceals 
information to deprive a woman from her inheritance rights “or frequently poses himself as the legal heir instead of 
actual legal heir or alienates the property of a female owner or heir through a registered deed, a mutation or any 
conveyances or a decree knowingly that it is not by the lawful heir or the owner, shall be punished with an 
imprisonment of either description which may extend to ten years and shall be liable to fine which may extend to 
Rs 500,000.” 

(Daily Times – December 14, 2008) 
 
Donia, Marvi Issued Notices in Eligibility Case by IHC 
A divisional bench of Islamabad High Court (IHC) comprising Justice Muhammad Munir Paracha and Justice 
Syed Qalbe Hassan on December 22 issued notices in a case of eligibility for an MNA to Donia Aziz and Marvi 
Memon, two female Members of National Assembly of PML-Q, elected on women reserved seats. The petition, 
challenging the eligibility of the two MNAs, was filed by Mian Muhammad Samar before the court through his 
counsel Barrister Zafar Ullah Khan. The petitioner has contended that despite the fact that both the MNAs were 
elected from Punjab, the vote of Donia Aziz is registered in Islamabad and her National Identity Card is also of the 
federal area, while the vote of Marvi Memon is registered in Karachi. Both the female MNAs do not hail from 
Punjab from where they had been elected as Members of National Assembly in violation of the rules, he also 
contended. The court adjourned the hearing while giving date in office. In another case, the same bench 
adjourned till January 15 the hearing of a case of Maulana Fazl-ur-Rehman, who challenged the rejection of a 
female candidate of his party as MNA on women reserved seats. Nominating Election Commission of Pakistan, 
candidates of PPP and ANP Khursheid Begum and Farhat Begum as respondents, the petitioner contended that 
according to the merits, Naeema Kishwar of JUI-F was to be elected as MNA on women reserved seats. The 
Election Commission rejected JUI-F’s plea in this regard, the petitioner further contended.  

(The News – December 23, 2008) 
 
 
UN Confers Award on Benazir 
Pakistan Peoples Party Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari received human rights award which has been conferred 
on Benazir Bhutto. The ceremony took place in the gold-and-blue hall of the General Assembly, which concluded 
with the presentation of 2008 UN Human Rights Prize to Shaheed Benazir Bhutto, former Prime Minister of 
Pakistan, and six other international personalities for their outstanding work in promoting human rights and 
fundamental freedoms. The plaque was handed over to PPP Chairman by the 192-member Assembly President, 
Miquel d’Escoto Brochmann, who conducted the proceedings before a large number of diplomats, human rights 
activists and senior UN officials. 

 (The Nation – December 12, 2008) 
 
Obama names Hillary as Top Diplomat 
Barack Obama, on December 1, nominated Hillary Clinton to be his Secretary of State and his former foe vowed 
to give her all to steer America through a perfect storm of global crises. While stressing the importance of 
diplomacy, Obama struck hawkish notes which may discomfort some of his more dovish backers, warning the 
United States should keep the world’s strongest military and would chase down terrorists. 
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Obama noted Clinton, now in the latest political reinvention of her and husband Bill Clinton’s rollercoaster political 
ride, had been a “tough campaign opponent” drawing a rueful smile from the New York senator. “She’s an 
American of tremendous stature who will have my complete confidence, who knows many of the world’s leaders, 
who will command respect in every capital,” Obama said. 

(Dawn – December 2, 2008) 
Curbs on Women’s Vote Criticised 
A Senate committee has expressed concern over restrictions imposed on women’s participation in the Feb 18, 
2008 elections in certain areas of the NWFP, FATA, Punjab and Sindh and criticised local leaders for having 
agreed to the violation of election rules and women’s rights. The Senate Functional Committee on Human Rights, 
which met here under Senator S.M. Zafar on December 31, called for empowering the Election Commission and 
improving its capacity to hold free and fair elections. Discussing the European Union’s Election Observation 
Mission’s report on the elections, the committee criticised the political leaders of the areas for being party to 
undemocratic move of prohibiting women from exercising their right to vote. Stressing the need for changing 
people’s mindset through education and awareness campaigns, the committee said that people needed to realise 
the importance of the right to vote. The committee urged the Ministry of Human Rights to arrange a seminar to 
create public awareness about the need for creating favourable conditions for universal participation in polls. It 
directed the Ministry of Law and Justice to suggest changes to encourage women participation in elections and 
discourage illegal practices like their ban on casting their votes. The committee also took suo motu notice of the 
practice of ‘trial by fire’ in some areas of the country, forcing people suspected of certain crimes to prove their 
innocence by walking on fire. The meeting was attended by Senators Mushahid Hussain, Mohammad Abbas 
Komaili, Dr Khalid Ranjha and Dr Mohammad Said besides the secretary of human rights division and senior 
officials of the ministry of law and justice and the Election Commission. 

(Dawn – January 1, 2009) 
 

Women & Laws 
 
‘Gender Equality’ Vague, Un-Islamic Term, says CII 
The Council of Islamic Ideology (CII) has declared the term ‘gender equality’, used in Section 7(a) of the National 
Commission for Status of Women Ordinance of 2000, ‘vague and un-Islamic’ and called for its repeal. In its review 
of laws report for 2008, the CII said that instead of using ‘ambiguous’ terms, Islamic principles of equity and 
justice should be implemented in letter and spirit in gender-related matters. The council, which had opposed the 
constitution of the NCSW, further recommended that the commission’s recommendations in Section 7(b) of the 
ordinance should be “in consonance with established Islamic laws”. The council declared that the repeated use of 
term ‘gender equality’ as an ultimate target by the commission was ‘impractical thinking’. It explained that the 
concept of ‘gender equality’ was impracticable because of ‘distinct differences’ in anatomy and physical and 
mental capabilities. The CII described the term as ‘absurd and un-Islamic’. The council further stated that the 
composition of the NCSW was objectionable under Section 3 of the law. It recommended that women members of 
the commission should have knowledge of Islamic teachings. 

(Dawn – December 17, 2008) 
 

Recommendations on Women by CII Discussed 
Most speakers at a meeting on December 30 supported the recently formulated recommendations of the Council 
of Islamic Ideology, but at least one participant who belongs to a religious party termed them against the religion 
and rejected them. They were speaking at the meeting organised by the Aurat Foundation to discuss the CII’s 
recommendations sent to Parliament so that they could be debated and laws amended/ formulated accordingly. 
CII member Dr Manzoor Ahmad said the CII had recommended that if a woman demanded a divorce in writing, 
the husband was bound to divorce her within 90 days. If he did not do that by then, the divorce would become 
effective unless the woman withdrew her demand. The husband would also not have the right to “Rujoo”. After the 
divorce, if the woman so desired, the court could order the husband to provide maintenance to her. “It has also 
recommended that on the pattern of the nikahnama form, a divorce form should also be developed and its 
registration made mandatory to avoid subsequent complications. The CII has also recommended some benefits, 
such as keeping gifts etc by the woman in case of a divorce,” said Dr Ahmad. He said that these recommendation 
had been formulated after getting research done and recommendations sought from different ulema and then 
discussing them at CII meetings. The Jamaat-i-Islami Sindh chief and religious scholar, Maulana Asadullah 
Bhutto, however termed the recommendations against the teachings of the Quran and Sunnah and rejected them. 
 
Referring to the opinions sought from different ulema, he said the ulema could have their individual opinions on 
certain issues, but when laws for the entire country/ nation were to be formulated, opinions of a majority of ulema 
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had to be followed, which in this case did not support the CII recommendations. Explaining his point of view, he 
said that even in the superior courts when cases were heard by larger benches – comprising many judges – the 
decision taken by a majority of the judges was adopted, while the decision of the judges not agreeing with the 
majority was only recorded. He said the procedure to get khula was already very simple and there was no reason 
for the CII to make such recommendations. He also said the CII recommendations were not widely available and 
though he had tried, even sent his men to the CII, to get the recommendations, he could not obtain them. 
Accusing the CII of not highlighting “the government’s un-Islamic steps” and working only on selective subjects, 
he said the CII remained tightlipped when the government was “selling” its citizens to the United States and 
getting funds for it, as was revealed by the then president Pervez Musharraf in his autobiography.  
 
Retired Justice Shaiq Usmani said maintenance be given to the woman at least till she remarried. He said as 
there was no restriction on women travelling alone for any purpose in the country or overseas, they be allowed to 
go to perform Haj without a mehram. But since Haj is performed in Saudi Arabia, Saudi laws had to be followed. 
Dr Shakeel Auj of Karachi University suggested that the period of 90 days recommended by the CII be extended 
to 120 days. Women be allowed to go and perform Haj without a mehram, etc. 
 
Earlier, Anis Haroon, Naheed Syed of the Aurat Foundation and others said that many of the laws were old and it 
was required that they be reviewed and made compatible with modern needs. They said that they did not suggest 
that the West be followed blindly, but there was nothing wrong if some good practices of the West were adopted 
here to provide relief to the suppressed classes, including women, who are 50 per cent of the population. 

(Dawn – December 31, 2008) 
 

Articles/Reports/Books on Gender 
 
‘Kari Nahin, Shaheed Aurtien’ Launched 
As part of ongoing activities to commemorate ‘16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence,’ a book declaring 
‘kari’ women as martyrs was launched here on December 3. Compiled and published by Aurat Foundation, the 
book titled ‘Kari Nahin, Shaheed Aurtien,’ is a collection of articles, poems and thoughts of gender sensitive 
persons working in social, political and human rights organisations. Also mentioned are the statistics of violence 
against women, especially honour killings and other heinous customary practices. Intending to create awareness 
among the masses and send a message to the people sitting in the corridors of power, the book also lobbies for 
the Bill on Domestic Violence that is lying pending with the Ministry of Women’s Development. To pay tributes to 
all those women who have been and are the victims of societal violence, especially those martyred in the name of 
honour, the book is dedicated to them and their sacrifices. The book presents a complete picture of national and 
international policy commitments of the government regarding women while regretting that there is no national 
policy on violence against women. The launch of book was followed by a thought-provoking ‘Mushaira’ in which 
women rights activists and poets expressed the feelings of women, majority of whom experience violence in one 
way or the other during their lives. 

(The News – December 4, 2008) 
Report Launched by NCSW 
The report entitled “Violence against Women: Reflection in Print Media and Documentary- Prisoners of 
Circumstances”  was launched by the National Commission on Status of Women in collaboration with the United 
Nations Fund for Women Development. 
 
Information Minister Sherry Rehman while speaking at the lunch of a report said that women welfare and 
protection is the top priority of the government and legislation on violence against women is in the pipeline. Sherry 
said that the PPP-led government attached special significance to women welfare adding that a number of bills on 
women protection would soon be presented in parliament. The report comprises a compilation of reported cases 
of violence against women (assault, honour killings, Vani/Swara, suicides and domestic violence) across the 
country. She said the draft bill aimed at eliminating violence against women and harassment at work places, 
covering both formal and informal sectors, sought to bind every organization to set up a regulatory body (at least 
one of whom would be a woman) that would be authorized to conduct inquiries while looking into complaints of 
harassment. The Minister said she had also proposed creation of the office of ombudsman where women could 
lodge their complaints. Sherry said that during her tenure as the minister in charge of the Ministry of Women 
Development, she had invited women groups and NGOs to come up with a campaign and programme. She said 
the government was planning to allot land in the name of women at the union council level that would be a 
landmark step towards empowering women. 

(The Nation – December 24, 2008) 
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HR Watch 
 
 

Women & HR Issues 
 
Suicides among Married Women in Chitral on the Rise  
The trend of committing suicide among married women has assumed alarming proportions during the last couple 
of years in the district and needs immediate attention of the society. The issue was highlighted at a group 
discussion on ‘women’s rights in Chitral’ held on December 1. Organised by Regional Women Empowerment 
Project (RWEP) the discussion was participated by the RWEP project manager Imtiaz Ahmed, local intellectuals, 
human rights activists and media men. Expressing apprehensions about the bleak future of the womenfolk, the 
speakers said the basic cause of resorting to the extreme measure of committing suicide by the married women 
was domestic violence. The participants said majority of the girls found no place to get consolation when faced 
with excesses by their husbands or in-laws. They regretted that most of the cases were not reported to police by 
the relatives which emboldened the perpetrators. They added in majority cases the relatives of the deceased 
entered into compromise with the perpetrators and withdrew the cases from the courts. They said the marriages 
of girls without their consent often led to suicide. The speakers said sometimes the girls were murdered by their 
husbands and relatives and the incidents were portrayed as suicides. The speakers regretted that there was no 
psychiatric clinic in the district and demanded setting up of the same so that number of suicides can be arrested. 

(Dawn – December 2, 2008) 
 
Violence against Women in Balochistan Increased in 2008 
Aurat Foundation has said violence against women in Balochistan intensified in 2008, but Baloch society still 
adopts a defensive attitude and justifies the killing of women in the name of honour and tradition. In a dialogue 
with media representatives on ‘Problems in accessibility of information about violence against women’ on 
December 29, the organisation said Baloch women were victims of violence due to widespread illiteracy, 
entrenched tribal traditions, distorted interpretation of Islam and economic dependence of women on men. 
 
The organisation said that around 600 cases of violence against women were reported in 2008, which included 
the murder of 89 women in the first nine months of the year. At least 115 women were murdered in cases of 
honour killing. The reported cases included 255 incidents of women being subjected to domestic violence. People 
are unwilling to discuss the violence as a majority of Balochistan people justify such acts in the name of tradition, 
it said. In some other cases, violence against women in rural areas remains unreported in media because of 
inaccessibility of the area as well as the dominance of men in society, who believe the publication of reports of 
violence against women amounts to the disrepute of their respective tribes. 
 
The year’s most disturbing news concerning the plight of women came from Naseerabad district in Balochistan, 
where five women were allegedly buried alive by tribal elders in the name of honour. Federal Minister Mir 
Israrullah Zehri and Senate Deputy Speaker Jan Muhammad Jamli defended the incident on the Senate floor and 
called it “a part of Baloch traditions” and the government failed to expose the culprits and the motives behind the 
killings. The Naseerabad killings still remain a mystery. “Violence against women is a global phenomenon. It takes 
place in different parts of the world under varying pretexts,” Aurat Foundation Balochistan Co-ordinator Saima 
Javaid said. She said, “Our biggest concern is that such violence is unabated, rampant and unnoticed.” Dostain 
Khan Jamaldini, a researcher, said various hurdles hindered objective reporting of women’s issues in the 
province. He said violence against women is not taken seriously or addressed at the community level. 
 
Nationalist as well as communal sentiments and a colonial mindset confront those protesting violence against 
women. Political leaders remain defensive on the issue, and describe media and NGO reporting as an intrusion in 
internal matters and traditions. Similarly, communal segments of society dismiss such reports as Western 
propaganda against Islam. “We need to set our house in order before becoming defensive. The poor state of 
women’s rights is a bitter reality in our society and we cannot ignore this serious matter for long under different 
subterfuges,” Jamaldini said. The participants of the day-long dialogue agreed that print and electronic media 
could best highlight violence against women by describing it as a practice being promoted in the name of Islam 
and tribal traditions. Journalists and scholars should not use unqualified religious leaders as their primary source 
in write-ups and reports. Those who contend that Islam is responsible for the suppression of women and violence 
against women are oblivious to the true teachings of the religion. Islam gives equal status to women in the social, 
educational and economic spheres, according to one of the speakers. 
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Illahuddin Khilji, another Aurat Foundation representative, said gender discrimination towards women by male 
lawmakers, journalists and religious scholars contributed to ‘biased reporting’ of events, while their female 
counterparts often exaggerated the issues in their reports. 

(Daily Times – December 30, 2008) 
 
Senate Body Advocates Zero Tolerance for Violence a gainst Women 
The Senate Standing Committee on Women Development called for zero tolerance for violence against women in 
all its forms and manifestations. The committee, chaired by Senator Tahira Latif, underscored the need for 
‘change in attitudes’ and ‘mindset’ of the society particularly in the rural areas of the country, where the bulk of the 
population lived. In this regard, the meeting desired early adoption of the proposed ‘Protection Against 
Harassment at the Workplace Bill, 2008’ by the parliament to pave the way for establishing an institutional 
mechanism. The Senate body noted with concern that violence against women is so deep-rooted in society that 
intellectual debates at elitist forums alone would not be able to serve the purpose unless backed up by legislation, 
concrete action coupled with awareness campaigns. It urged the government to provide more funds and staff to 
the ministry of women development for undertaking this venture. Information and Broadcasting Minister Sherry 
Rehman assured the committee of her ministry’s full co-operation with the women development ministry and other 
organisations working for the cause of women especially with regard to preparation of media campaign for 
sensitisation. She informed the meeting that during her tenure as the Minister In–Charge of this ministry, she had 
invited women groups and NGOs to come up with a campaign and programme and she would use her good 
offices for screening the material on the private TV channels in addition to state-owned PTV. She said she had 
also suggested judicious use of radio, which has greater outreach in this regard. Sherry said the government 
desired that the women bill originated in the Senate, hoping the vetting and amendments being made by the Law 
Division would not defeat the original purpose of the bill. Earlier, the committee was informed that consistent hard 
work and labour of six years had gone into the draft bill aimed at eliminating violence and harassment at 
workplaces. The Ministry of Women Development, women activists, NGOs, human rights organisations and other 
stakeholders have been consulted in all the four provinces of the country to improve and fine tune the contents of 
the draft bill. The draft bill seeks to bind every organisation to setup a three-member regulatory body (at least one 
of members should be a woman), which would also be authorised to conduct inquiries while looking into 
complaints of harassment. It was also informed that office of Ombudsman would be created in second tier in this 
regard. 

 (Daily Times – December 19, 2008) 
 

Child Rights 
 
Anti-Child Labour to be Implemented Soon 
National policy and plan of action for gradual elimination of all forms of child labour in Paksitan is to be 
implemented soon. In this connection, the government is also collaborating with the ILO under International 
Programme for Elimination of Child Labour. Under this a number of action programmes addressing the areas of 
law and policy development, institutional capacity building and direct intervention with the working children have 
been undertaken and some are still in progress. Through these programmes more than seventy-five thousand 
children have already been withdrawn and prevented from workplaces. A programme for rehabilitation of child 
labourers has also been launched under which more than one hundred and fifty rehabilitation centres have been 
established in different cities being run by Pakistan Baitul Mal. In these Centres children withdrawn from 
workplaces are imparted education and training with a view to rehabilitating and inducting them into the 
mainstream of education. Government is also preparing a time bound programme for elimination of worst forms of 
child labour. The programme will develop a framework for eliminating worst forms of child labour and prohibiting 
future entry of children in such occupations with a timeframe of eight years. Pakistan’s Decent Work Country 
Programme (DWCP) has been prepared by the Ministry of Labour in collaboration with the ILO and Employers & 
Workers Organizations. The primary goal of the DWCP is to promote opportunities for women and men to obtain 
decent and productive work in conditions of freedom, equity, security and human diginity. Elimination of 
hazardous child labour through a time bound approach is a key element of DWCP for Pakistan. 

(The Nation – December 12, 2008) 
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Suicide Attacks 
 
889 Killed, 2,072 Hurt in 61 Suicide Attacks this Y ear 
Suicide bombings in 2008 surpassed the last year’s figures, with 61 attacks so far killing at least 889 people and 
injuring 2,072 others, a source in the investigation agencies disclosed. The total number of suicide blasts in 
Pakistan since 2002 has risen to 140 to date while 56 bombers had struck last year. In one such attack, former 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, whose first death anniversary would be observed on December 27, was killed in 
Rawalpindi. At least for 29 times, suicide bombers struck in NWFP, while 16 others hit their targets in adjacent 
Federally Administered Tribal Areas (Fata) during the current year. Swat topped the list of districts where eleven 
suicide bombers hit targets, killing 101 people and injuring 294 others. Four suicide bombers struck in Peshawar 
in 2008, killing 99 and wounding 226 others. Punjab witnessed 10 suicide blasts with five in Lahore alone. Three 
suicide bombers hit their targets in the federal capital during the year. One of these attackers targeted Danish 
embassy. Apart from the killing of three alleged bombers in Karachi, no suicide attack took place in the entire 
Sindh province. A single incident was reported in Balochistan when a suicide bomber blew himself up and killed a 
young girl student and injured 22 persons in Quetta on September 23. With 29 suicide attacks in 2008, the 
number of these incidents in Frontier reached 57 in the last three years — 2006, 2007 and 2008. Twenty-three of 
these blasts ripped through different towns of the NWFP in the previous year while 29 blasts occurred in the 
current year. Apart from 60 suicide bombers, who accomplished their mission, 12 were those who were caught by 
the security agencies before hitting their targets. They are still being interrogated in police custody. The Marriott 
Blast, which is being considered as Pakistan’s worst ever act of terrorism, occurred during the current year. The 
tragedy is being termed as 9/11 of Pakistan where around 60 people were killed and over 200 wounded on 
September 22. Damage to the city infrastructure was horrible. President of the Awami National Party (ANP), 
Asfandyar Wali Khan, survived a suicide attack at his hujra on October 2, 2008, where three of his guests and a 
guard were killed. The Koocha Risaldar blast in Peshawar in December is being considered the worst terrorist 
attack in the provincial capital. As many as 34 people were killed and around 120 wounded in the incident. The 
blast triggered fire that engulfed several buildings in the area to cause millions of rupees losses to the local 
shopkeepers and residents. All the tribal agencies, Khyber, Mohmand, Bajaur, Orakzai, Kurram, North Waziristan 
and South Waziristan have witnessed either one or more suicide attacks during the year 2008. The districts and 
towns where suicide attacks occurred during the current year include Islamabad, Rawalpindi, Lahore, Bhakkar, 
Attock, Peshawar, Mardan, Parachinar, Swat, Darra Adamkhel, Landikotal, Bannu, Bara, Dera Ismail Khan, Dir 
Upper, Buner, Charsadda, Hangu, Quetta and Karachi. 

(The News – December 22, 2008) 
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Democracy Watch  
 

 

Political Governance 
 

Federal Government 
 
Parliamentary Secretaries  
 
19 Parliamentary Secretaries of 40 Appointed so Far  
Differences within PPP-led ruling coalition are delaying the appointment of parliamentary secretaries of over two 
dozen ministries even after more than eight months of the formation of the government. Sources in the ruling 
alliance told that the government had so far appointed around 19 parliamentary secretaries in the National 
Assembly whereas the rest of the slots were still vacant. Of over 40 ministries and departments, only 19 
parliamentary secretaries had been appointed so far with most of the share going to the PPP. 
 
The PPP members, who failed to secure any cabinet portfolio, had been lobbying for the slots of parliamentary 
secretaries. They added that differences within the coalition over the government’s plan to include MQM in the 
ruling alliance had delayed the key appointments. They said the PPP had agreed with its allies that the 
parliamentary secretary would be from the same party, which would be given the ministerial slot. But the plan was 
disturbed after the JUI-F developed differences and refused to accept more slots in the federal cabinet. The 
government had also been negotiating with the MQM to include it in the federal cabinet. However, the plan could 
not be materialised which resulted in the delay in appointments of parliamentary secretaries, they said. 

(Daily Times – December 21, 2008) 
 
NA Performance  
 
NA Passes Four Bills, Refers 40 to Standing Committ ees 
The current National Assembly (NA) has passed four bills and referred more than 40 to the standing committees 
during 98 sittings of the ongoing parliamentary calendar since its formation in March. The NA Secretariat record 
shows the bills passed by the House  include: 
The Industrial Relations Bill, 2008; the Finance Bill, 2008; the Pakistan Institute for Parliamentary Services Act, 
2008, and the Pakistan International Airline Corporation (Suspension of Trade Unions and Existing Agreements) 
Order (Repeal) Act, 2008. 
 
It says the government moved 12 bills in the NA , which were referred to the respective standing committees. 
They are: Rulers of Acceding States (Abolition of Privy Purses and Privileges) (Amendment) Act, 2008; Family 
Courts (Amendment) Act, 2008; Guardians and Wards (Amendment) Act, 2008; Press, Newspapers, News 
Agencies and Books Registration (Amendment) Act, 2008; Modaraba Companies and Modaraba (Floatation and 
Control) (Amendment) Act, 2008; Insurance (Amendment) Act, 2008; Federal Board of Revenue (Amendment) 
Act, 2008; Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2008; Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, 2008; 
Representation of the People (Amendment) Act, 2008; Companies (Appointment of Legal Advisers) (Amendment) 
Act, 2008, and Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority (Amendment) Bill, 2008. 
 
During the last ten months, the MNAs including opposition members moved 33 bills . Important among them 
are Federal Public Service Commission (Amendment) Act, 2008; Fiscal Responsibility and Debt Limitation 
(Amendment) Bill, 2008; In-House Working Women Protection Act, 2008; Prevention of Domestic Violence Act, 
2008; Prevention of Harassment at Workplace Act, 2008; Working Women (Protection of Rights) Act, 2008, and 
Prevention of Anti-Woman Practices (Criminal Law Amendment) Act, 2008. 
 
The NA record says the government has so far tabled seven ordinances  in the NA and they include Legal 
Practitioners and Bar Councils Ordinance, 2008; Provincial Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Ordinance, 2008; 
Prevention of Electronic Crimes Ordinance No. IV of 2008; Prevention of Electronic Crimes Ordinance, 2007; 
Women in Distress and Detention Fund (Amendment) Ordinance, 2008; Regulation of Generation, Transmission 
and Distribution of Electric Power (Amendment) Ordinance, 2008, and Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority 
(Amendment) Ordinance, 2008. 
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The NA has been in session for 98 days, while the Senate has met for 83 days since February 18. Under the 
rules, the NA should be in session for 130 days and the Senate for 90 days during a parliamentary calendar year. 
 
Important NA events since March are President Asif Zardari’s to the joint sitting of Parliament, in-camera session 
on national security followed by passage of unanimous resolution and presentation of brief information of defence 
budget. Unlike many earlier assemblies, the present one is likely to complete its mandatory sittings during the 
ongoing parliamentary calendar year 

(Daily Times – December 31, 2008)  

 
FAFEN Issues Direct-Observation Report on Eighth Se ssion of National Assembly 
The Free and Fair Election Network (FAFEN) issued a revealing report about its direct observation of the 
proceedings of the National Assembly during the Eighth Session from November 10-21, 2008. 
 
Details are available on: http://www.fafen.org/admin/products/p49491262afe50. pdf  
 
Surveys on Government’s Policies & Performance  
 
Findings of Latest IRI Survey 
A recent International Republican Institute (IRI) survey shows a high degree of pessimism and discontent in 
Pakistan, with 88 percent of respondents saying their country was headed in the wrong direction. Only 11 percent 
said Pakistan was headed in the right direction. The rating is slightly worse than the sentiment in January 2008, 
shortly before the elections. 
 
Seventy-three percent Pakistanis said their personal economic situation  improved in 2008, 12 percent said it 
worsened, and 14 percent said that it remained the same. But 59 percent said they felt their economic situation 
would worsen during the upcoming year, compared with 46 percent in a June 2008 poll and 48 percent in a 
January 2008 poll. 
 
The poll, conducted in October 2008, also saw an increase in the number of people that felt less secure  this 
year than they did last year, rising from 15 percent in June 2008 to 78 percent. The high of 85 percent occurred in 
January 2008 after the assassination of Benazir Bhutto and the resulting violence. The Pakistan Peoples Party 
(PPP)-led government is bearing the brunt of this discontent. The poll witnessed a dramatic decline in rating 
across the board. 
 
Asked how the government has performed  on issues important to them, 21 percent responded positively and 
76 percent negatively. This is approaching the 80 percent negative rating the last government received shortly 
before the February 2008 elections. 
 
Asked to rate various institutions , 31 percent of respondents said that they had a favourable impression of the 
government, a 54-point drop from the 85 percent favourable rating it received in June 2008. The previous 
government had a 29 percent favourable rating in January 2008. 

(Daily Times – December 20, 2008) 
 
Gallup Poll Shows Public Support for Crackdown on T errorists 
A new Gallup poll in Pakistan has shown that the government enjoys domestic support for a crackdown on home-
based extremists, with 60 percent of Pakistanis interviewed in October saying the government should take a 
tougher approach to rid the country of terrorist activities. Gallup’s survey shows substantial support across 
Pakistan for a tougher stance against terrorist activities, most visibly in Punjab. In the NWFP and Balochistan, 
where Al Qaeda, the Taliban, and other militants have been increasingly active, nearly half of residents think the 
government should take a tougher stance on ridding Pakistan of terrorist activities. Many view increasing terror-
related violence in Pakistan this year as a test of the new government’s resolve to eliminate the ‘epidemic’ of 
terrorism at all costs. Continued bloodshed may also be testing the patience of everyday Pakistanis, nearly half of 
whom do not think their government is doing enough to fight terrorism, the poll showed. Only 30 percent think the 
government is doing enough in this regard. 
 
Gallup said, “Rising violence and the government’s perceived ineffectiveness to quell it may be the impetus 
behind the erosion in Pakistanis’ general feelings of personal security. The percentage of Pakistanis saying they 
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feel safe walking alone at night in the areas where they live has dropped measurably within the past year, from 50 
percent in June 2007 to 41 percent in October 2008. Pakistanis’ confidence in their local police has also dropped 
precipitously. Now at 31 percent, Pakistanis’ confidence in their police has dropped 11 percentage points from 42 
percent in 2007 and is the lowest Gallup has measured to date … This internal mandate to fight terrorism, rather 
than external pressure, may do more to secure the buy-in of the Pakistani people and enable the new civilian 
government to make good on its promises to eradicate terrorists inside Pakistan.” 

(Daily Times – December 18, 2008) 
 

Provincial Governments 
 
 
Standing Committees of Punjab Provincial Assembly  
 
PA Body Members Vie for Top Slots 
A race has started among legislators to get hold of standing committees top slots after the provincial assembly 
firmed up the list of parliamentarians in each committee. The Punjab Assembly has firmed up its list of standing 
and privilege committee in consultation with the leadership of political parties both from the opposition and 
treasury. As per settled formula, the PML-N would be the major share holder in parliamentary committee while the 
PPP will fall second and the PML-Q third. Under the formula, the PML-N will have five members , the PPP 
(three) and the PML-Q two members in each committee  consisting of ten members . In both Public Accounts 
Committees (PAC) and the Privilege Committee, the share will be six, four and three among the top three political 
parties. The sources said that after the Punjab Assembly finalised a list of parliamentarians for the privilege 
committees, the heavyweights aspirants had activated their lobbies to get hold of the post of chairmanship of 
these committees particularly the PAC I and II and the Privilege Committee. Insiders said that the government is 
likely to appoint Chaudhry Zaheeruddin, the leader of the opposition, as the PAC chairman PAC-I in the line with 
the federal government’s policy. Makhdoom Ahmed Mahmood and Prime Minister’s son Syed Abdul Qadir Gillani 
were making hectic efforts to get hold of the PAC (II) chair. Makhdoon Ahmed Mahmood who is considered close 
to Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif has already hinted at becoming the chairman of PAC (II). Insiders say 
that the CM has almost made his mind to appoint Abdul Qadir Gillani, the son of PM Yousaf Raza Gillani, as the 
chairman of the PAC (II). There is strong contest for the chairmanship of Privilege Committee between PML-N’s 
Mehr Ishtaiq, Malik Nawaz and Asif Saeed Manias while Waris Kalloo is also making efforts for the slot. 
 
Following are the lists of standing committees and parliamentarians who have been notified as members of these 
committees. 
 
Public Accounts Committee No (I ):  Mian Yawar Zaman of the PML-N (PP-191), Khawaja Muhammad Islam of 
the PML-N (PP-72), Dr Mukhtar Ahmed Bharath of the PML-Q (Forward Bloc) PP-28, Chaudhry Muhammad 
Arshad of the PML-Q (Forward Bloc) (PP-225), Zaib Jaffar of the PML-N (W-298), Ahmed Khan Baloch of the 
PML-Q (Forward Bloc) (PP-211), Maj (r) Abdul Rehman Rana of the PPP (PP-53), Syed Nazim Hussain Shah of 
the PPP (PP-199), Syed Hassan Murtaza of the PPP (PP-74), Chaudhry Muhammad Tariq Gujjar of the PML-N 
(PP-93), Chaudhry Zahiruddin of the PML-Q (PP-55), Muhammad Mohsin Khan Leghari of the PML-Q (PP-245), 
Mian Shafi Muhammad of the PML-Q (PP-288). 
 
Public Accounts Committee No (II) : Makhdoom Ahmed Mahmood of the PML-F (PP-292), Mehr Ijaz Ahmed 
Aclana of the PML-N (PP-265), Syed Zaeem Hussain Qadri of the PML-N (PP-154), Khawaja Salman Rafique of 
the PML-N (PP-142), Malik Muhammad Zahoor Anwer of the PML-Q Forward Bloc (PP-23), Rana Muhammad 
Afzal Khan of the PML-N (PP-66), Syed Abdul Qadir Gillani of the PPP (PP-295), Maj (r) Zulifqar Ali Gondal of the 
PPP (PP-118), Muhammad Hafeez Akhtar of the PPP (PP-223), Shah Jahan Ahmed Bhatti of the PML-N (PP-
172), Muhammad Yar Hiraj of the PML-Q (PP-215), Sardar Aamir Talal Gopang of the PML-Q (PP-261), 
Muhammad Rizwan of the PML-Q (PP-128). 
 
Committee on Privileges:  Malik Muhammad Nawaz of the PML-N (PP-71), Malik Muhammad Waris Kallo of the 
PML-N (PP-42), Khalid Mahmood Sargana of the PML-Q (PP-78), Chaudhry Khalid Pervez Virk of the PML-Q 
(PP-101), Asif Saeed Manais of the PML-N (PP-238), Mehr Ishtiaq Ahmed of the PML-N (PP-150), Mian 
Muhammad Shafiq Arian of the PP-207 (PPP), Javed Hassan Gujjar of the PPP (PP-294), Shah Rukh Malik of 
the PPP (PP-270), Shahan Malik of the PPP (PP-15), Muhammad Ijaz Shafi of the PML-Q (PP-290), Chaudhry 
Muhammad Arshad of the PML-Q (PP-114), Dr Muhammad Afzal of the PML-Q (PP-276). Finance Committee of 
the Assembly: Speaker, Minister of Finance, Fariha Nayab (W-309), Rana Muhammad Iqbal Khan (PP-137), 



         15 

Nawabzada Syed Shamas Haider (PP-27), Rai Muhammad Shah Jehan Khan (PP-54), Qaiser Iqbal Sindhu (PP-
99), Zahir-ud-Din (PP-55), Engineer Shahzad Elahi (NM-371). 
 
Committee on Government Assurances:  Khalid IMtiaz Khan Baloch (PP-69), Khalil Tahir Sindhu (NM-367), 
Mrs Shahzadi Umerzadi Tiwana (PP-38), Imran Ashraf (PP-123), Shaikh Allau Din (PP-181), Chaudhry Awais 
Aslam Madhana (PP-31), Haji Liaqat (PP-51), Ghazanfar Ali Khan (PP-285), Sher Ali Khan (PP-17) and Hafiz 
Muhammad Qamar Hayat Kathia (PP-79). 
 
Finance:  Feroz Joyia (PP-46), Nazia Raheel (PP-88), Safdar Gill (PP-274), Shehryar Riaz (PP-12), Iffat Liaqat Ali 
Khan (PP-20), Sardar Kahlid Saleem Bhatti (PP-233), Shaukat Mehmood Basra (PP-283), Tallat Yaqoob (W-
335), Malik Muhammad Zahoor Anwar (PP-23), Najaf Abbas Khan Sial (PP-83). 
 
Food:  Tajamal Hussain (PP-157), Yasir Raza (PP-13), Mian Muhammad Rafiq (PP-90), Mian Muhammad Kazim 
Ali Pirzada (PP-273), Amir Saeed Ansari (PP-195), Rais Ibrahim Khalil Ahmad (PP-297), Kishwar Qayyum (W-
330), Maj (r) Abdul Rehman Rana (PP-53), Amir Hayat Hiraj (PP-216), Saba Sadiq (W-348). 
 
Forestry and Fisheries:  Khurram Gulfam (PP-162), Muhammad Fayyaz (PP-25), Rana Arshad (PP-171), Shahid 
Mehmood Khan (PP-194), Sardar Meer Badsha Khan Qaiserani (PP-240), Tahir Naveed (NM-369), Sahibzadi 
Nargis Zafar (W-331), Najmi Saleem (W-332), Pir Kashif Ali Chishty (PP-231), Bilal Asghar Warraich (PP-84). 
 
Health:  Arifa Khalid Pervez (W-305), Dr Asad Ashraf (PP-138), Dr Ashraf Chohan (PP-92), Dr Saeed Elahi (PP-
152), Dr Farrukh Javed (PP-230), Sajid Mir (W-336), Fauzia Behram (W-333), Dr Musasrrat Hassan (W-345), Eng 
Raja Qamar Islam (PP-5), Dr Samia Amjad (W-357). 
 
Home Affairs:  Chaudhry Muhammad Fayyaz (PP-9), Rana Muhammad Iqbal Khan (PP-137), Mali Ali Abbas 
Khokhar (PP-192), Sardar Qaiser Abbas Khan Magassi (PP-264), Dr Ghazala Raza Rana (W-316), Shahrukh 
Malik (PP-270), Qasim Zia (PP-59), Chaudhry Muhammad Tariq Gujjar (PP-93), Sardar Asif Nakai (PP-183), 
Muhammad Imran Qureshi (PP-256). 
 
Housing, Urban Development and Public Health Engine ering:  Ali Haider Noor Khan Niazi (PP-45), Chaudhry 
Nadeem Khadim (PP-26), Yahya Gul Nawaz (PP-130), Munawar Ahmad Gill (PP-127), Kiran Dar (W-312), Tahir 
Naveed (NM-369), Safina Saima Khar (W-338), Amina Buttar (W-339), Syed Raza Ali Gillani (PP-187), Najaf 
Abbas Khan Sial (PP-83). 
 
Industries: Chaudhry Muhammad Saqlain (PP-24), Muhammad Akhlaq (PP-122), Tariq Mehmood Bajwa (PP-
170), Haji Nasir Mehmood (PP-111), Makhdoom Syed Lai Raza Shah (PP-89), Sardar Muhammad Khan Khichi 
(PP-239), Samina Naveed (W-346), Qaiser Iqbal Sindhu (PP-99), Munawar Hussain Munj (PP-166), Sheikh Alla-
ud-Din (PP-181). 
 
Information: Mehar Rabnawaz Lak (PP-29), Lt Col (r) Sardar Muhammad Ayub Khan (PP-87), Mohsin Latif (PP-
147), Javed Iqbal Awan (PP-39), Raheela Khadim Hussain (W-315), Shahzad Rasool Khan (PP-260), Tariq 
Mehmood Sahi (PP-116), Nargis Parveen Awan (W-337), Lt Col (r) Shujaat Ahmad Khan (PP-136), Mrs. Imbesat 
Hamid (W-359). 
 
Information Technology:  Mian Shahid Hussain Khan (PP-107), Masood Lali (PP-80), Naseer Ahmad (PP-155), 
Mrs. Anjum Safdar (W-304), Khalid Imtiaz Khan Baloch (PP-69), Tariq Amin Hotyana (PP-278), Dr Asad Moazam 
(PP-67), Riffat Sultana Dar (W-340), Amina Jahangir (W-361), Zafar Zulkarnain Sahi (PP-52). 
 
Irrigation and Power:  Chaudhry Abdul Razzaq Dhillon (PP-33), Amir Hayat Khan Rokhari (PP-44), Zafar Iqbal 
Nagra (PP-64), Kh Imran Nazir (PP-139), Ali Asghar Manda (PP-165), Robina Shaheen Wattoo (PP-188), 
Muhammad Tariq Gujjar (PP-93), Malik Abbas Raan (PP-201), Sardar Fateh Muhammad Khan Buzdar (PP-241), 
Mehr Sultan Sikandar Bharwana (PP-76). 
 
Agriculture: Imran Khalid Butt PP-91, Raja Fiaz Sarwar PP-1, Shaukat Manzoor Cheema PP-104, Zafar Iqbal 
Nagra PP-64, Rana Mubasshir Iqbal PP-160, Malik Akhtar Hussain Naul PP-176, Malik Muhammad Abbas Raan 
PP-201, Muhammad Jamil Shah PP-218, Munawar Hussain Munj PP-166 and Peer Walayat Shah Khagga PP-
220. 
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Colonies: Malik Jehan Zeb Warn PP-269, Ch Sarfraz Afzal PP-6, Asif Manzoor Mohal PP-280, Sardar Wajid Ali 
PP-229, Zulifqar Ali PP-271, Malik Khurram Ali Khan PP-18, Ahmad Ali Tolu PP-178, Muhammad Amir Ghani PP-
203, Shoukat Aziz Bhatti PP-4 and Ch Khalid Pervez Virk PP-101. 
 
Management and Professional Development: Malik Itbar Khan, PP-19, Rana Tanveer Ahmad Nasir, PP-168, 
Iftikhar Ahmed Khan, PP-81, Muhammad Yakoob Nadeem Sethi, PP-175, Ramzan Siddique, PP-153, Shah 
Jahan Ahmad Bhatti, PP-172, Naveed Iqbal Sajid, PP-287, Muhammad Rauf Khalid, PP-284, Rai Ijaz Hussain, 
PP-56, Ms Naghma Mushtaq, PP-206. 
 
Mine and Minerals:  Rao Kashif Raheem, PP-19, Muhammad Asif Malik, PP-41, Sh Mumtaz Ahmad, PP-96, 
Waseem Qadir, PP-144, Muhammad Naveed Anjum, PP-145, Muhammad Arqam Khan, PP-98, Shahan Malik, 
PP-15, Amjad Ali Mayo, PP-182, Khalid Javed Asghar Ghural, PP-108, Zobia Rubab Malik, W-360, 
 
Planning and Development:  Rai Farooq Umer Khan Kharral , PP-185, Shazia Ashfaq Mattu, PP-95, Ghulam 
Sarwar, PP-97, Liaqat Ali Ghuman, PP-131, Dr Za murad Yasmin Rana, W-317, Muhammad Shabir Awan, PP-2, 
Ghulam Habib Awan, PP-158, Muhammad Javed Bhatti, PP-169, Zafar Zulkarnain Sahi, PP-52, Ch Nadeem 
Abbas Rbaera Kharal, PP-189. 
 
Population Welfare:  Rana Shahmim Ahmad Khan, PP-76, Joel Amir Sahutra, NM-365, Rana Asif Mahmood, 
NM-366, Afshan Farroq, W-302, Tayyba Zameer, W-299, Rai Muhammad Aslam Khan, PP-174, Nargis Faiz 
Malik, W-328, Amna Buttar, W-339, Joyce Rufin Julius, NM-370, Nasmi Lodhi, W-347. 
 
Religious Affairs and Auqaf:  Mehr Sultan Sikandar Bharwana, PP-76, Muhammad Saeed Mughal, PP-94, Al-
Haaj Muhammad Ilyas Chinioti, PP-73, Shulmaila Rana, W-307, Malik Jehan Zeb Warn, PP-269, Sardar 
Muhammad Aman Ullah Khan Dreshak, PP-249, Syed Abrar Hussain Shah, PP-173, Muhammad Amir Ghani, 
PP-203, Ahmad Khan Baloach, PP-211, Haji Muhammad Yaqub Sheikh, PP-77. 
 
Labour and Human Resource: Rizwan Nowaiz Gill, PP-34, Chaudhry Raza Nasrullah Ghuman, PP-62, Mr 
Shafiq Ahmad Gujjar, PP-68, Mr Awais Qasim Khan, PP-132, Nafisa Amin, W-301, Malik Fayyaz Ahmed, PP-105, 
Rai Muhammad Shah Jhan Khan, PP-54, Haji Liaat Ali, PP-51, Mian Tariq Mehmood, PP-113, Syed Raza Ali 
Gillani, PP-187. 
 
Law and Parliamentary Affairs:  Raja Hanif Abbassi advocate, PP-14, Ijaz Ahmed Khan, PP-151, Khalil Tahir 
Sindhu, NM-367, Malik Muhammad Waris Kallo, PP-42, Tayyaba Zameer, W-299, Ghanzafar Ali Khan, PP-285, 
Chaudhry Muhammad Awais Aslam Madhana, PP-31, Mr Pervaiz Rafique, NM-368, Sardar Muhammad Yousaf 
Khan Leghari, PP-246, Chaudhry Abdullah Yousaf, PP-109. 
 
Literacy and Non-Formal Basic Education:  Pir Muhammad Ashraf Rasool, PP-164, Pir Kashif Ali Chishty, PP-
231, Mehmooda Cheema, W-313, Nighat Nasir Sheikh, W-325, Abdul Waheed Chaudhry, PP-196, Irshad Ahmad 
Khan, PP-254, Rais Ibraheem Khalil Ahmad, PP-297, Tahir Naveed, NM-369, Malik Jawad Kamran Khar, PP-
255, Muhammad Saqlain Anwer Sipra, PP-75. 
 
Livestock and Dairy Development:  Tahir Ahmed Sindhu, PP-30, Makhdoom Haroon Ahmed Sultan Bokhari, 
PP-258, Muhammad Yasin Sohl, PP-156, Jamil Ashraf, PP-129, Allah Rakha, PP-146, Malik Shamsher Haider 
Wattoo, PP-57, Syed Hassan Murtaza, PP-74, Muhammad Jamil Shah, PP-218, Syed Muhammad Rafi-ud-Din 
Bukhari, PP-210, Malik Itbar Khan, PP-19. 
 
Local Government and Rural Development:  Muhammad Sana Ullah Khan Masti Khel, PP-47, Mehr Ishtiaq 
Ahmad, PP-150, Karam Ellahi Bandial, PP-40, Abdul Hafeez Khan, PP-43, Sakina Shaheen Khan, W-321, Syed 
Nazim Hussain Shah, PP-199, Rana Ijaz Ahmed Noon, PP-209, Fouzia Behram, W-333, Malik Iqbal Ahmed 
Langriyal, PP-226, Chaudhry Aamar Sultan CHEEMA, PP-32. 
 
Commerce and Investment: Ch Muhammad Asad Ullah PP-106, Imran Ashraf PP-123, Muhammad Moeen 
Wattoo PP-193, Umar Farooq PP-8, Haji Ghulam Jaffar Sargana PP-212, Syed Abrar Hussain Shah PP-173, 
Rana Babar Hussain PP-217, Muhammad Rauf Khalid PP-284, Chaudhry Moonis Elahi PP-110 and Farhana 
Afzal W-349. 
 
Communication and Works:  Saeed Akbar Khan PP-49, Shuja Khanzada PP-16, Malik Adil Hussain Utra PP-50, 
Chaudhry Irfan ud Din PP-115, Haji Muhammad Naeem Safdar Ansari PP-177, Zulfiqar Ali Bhindar PP-100, Col 
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(R) Naveed Iqbal Sajid PP-287, Muhammad Javed Bhatti PP-169, Mian Muhammad Azam Chela PP-82 and 
Hafiz Muhammad Qamar Hayat Kathiya PP-79. 
 
Cooperatives:  Malik Iftikhar Ahmad PP-10, Ahsan Raza Khan PP-180, Chaudhry Mumtaz Ahmed Jajja PP-275, 
Chaudhry Muhammad Shafique PP-296, Shamsa Gohar W-319, Iftikhar Ali Khitran alias Babar Khan PP-266, 
Javed Alla ud Din Sajid PP-186, Malik Muhammad Aamir Dogar PP-198, Sardar Muhammad Asif Nakai PP-183 
and Malik Jalal ud Din Dhakku (PP-222). 
 
Culture and Youth Affairs:  Tanvir Aslam Malik PP-21, Ghulam Nizam ud Din Sialvi PP-37, Farah Deeba W-303, 
Aneela Akhtar Ch W-320, Maiza Hameed W-310, Irshad Ahmad Khan (PP-254), Abbas Zafar Hiraj (PP-213), 
Muhammad Hafeez Akhtar Chaudhry PP-223, Tahir Iqbal Chaudhry PP-236 and Samina Khawar Hayat (W-354). 
 
Education:  Chaudhry Javed Ahmad PP-228, Ghazala Saad Rafique W-300, Laila Muqadas W-322, Dr Asma 
Mamdoot W-363, Ijaz Ahmed Khan PP-151, Ch Fiaz Ahmed Waraich PP-232, Dr Mussarat Hassan W-345, 
Sardar Muhammad Afzal Tatlah PP-282, Hamid Nasir Chatha PP-103 and Mrs Ayesha Javed W-355. 
 
Environment Protection:  Samina Wasim Butt PP-135, Shaukat Aziz Bhatti PP-4, Zia Ullah Shah PP-11, Mian 
Fida Hussain PP-277, Yasmeen Khan W-306, Allah Wasaya alias Chunnu Khan Leghari PP-259, Tariq Mehmood 
Alloana PP-120, Malik Bilal Ahmad Khar PP-252, Dr Tahir Ali Javed PP-133 and Majida Zaidi W-353. 
 
Excise and Taxation: Nawabzada Syed Shamas Haider PP-27, Rana Muhammad Iqbal Harna PP-121, Sardar 
Sher Ali Khan Gorchani PP-247, Nasim Nasir Khawaja W-314, Haifz Mian Muhammad Nauman PP-148, Rai 
Safdar Abbas Bhatti PP-263, Nargis Faiz Malik W-328, Asifa Farooqi W-329, Muhammad Abbas Chaudhry PP-
134 and Khuram. 
 
Toursim and Resort Development: Tanvir Aslam Malik, PP-21, Malik Ahmed Karim Qaswar Langrial, PP-257, 
Mrs Rehana Ejaz, W-324, Makhdoom Syed Ali Raza Shah, PP-89, Abdul Hafeez Khan, PP-43, Malik Nosher 
Khan Langrial, PP-235, Ahmed Hussain Dehar, PP-200, Sardar Afzal Tatlah, PP-282, Muhammad Ejaz Shafi, 
PP-290, Ahmed Yar Hinjra PP-251. 
 
Transport:  Ahmed Yar Hinjra, PP-251, Ghulam Nabi, PP-167, Mrs Rahat Ajmal, Amir Hayat Khan Rokhri, PP-44, 
Shafiq Ahmed Gujjer, PP-68, Allay Wasaya Khan alias Chunnu Khan Leghari, PP-259, Dr Asad Muazzam, PP-
67, Sahibzadi Nargis Zafar, W-331, Ata Muhammad Manika, PP-227, Mehdi Abbas Khan, PP-205. 
 
Wildlife:  Saqlain Anwer Sipra, PP-75, Zia Ullah Shah, PP-11, Yahya Gul Nawaz, PP-130, Sardar Wajid Ali, PP-
229, Amjad Farooq Khan Khosa, PP-242, Rai Muhammad Aslam Khan, PP-174, Malik Mukhtar Hussain Naul, 
PP-176, Hafeez Akhter Chaudhry, PP-223, Irfan Bashir Gujjer, PP-102, Malik Mukhtar Ahmed Bherth, PP-28. 
 
Zakat and Usher:  Rana Abdul Rauf, PP-279, Mian Muhammad Rafique, PP-90, Malik Iftikhar Ahmed, PP-10, 
Mrs Rehana Hadees, W-327, Zulfiqar Ali, PP-271, Amjad Ali Tolu, PP-178, Amjad Ali Mayo, PP-182, Sardar 
Muhammad Hussain Dogar, PP-179, Ghazala Farhat, W-362, Muhammad Ajmal, PP-63. 
 
Revenue, Relief and Consolidation:  Nadeem Abbas Rabhera Kharal, PP-189, Khurram Ejaz Chattha, PP-163, 
Muhammad Naeem Akhter Khan, PP-237, Mrs Nazia Raheel, PP-88, Rana Munawwar Ghous Khan, PP-36, 
Javed Allaudin Sajid, PP-186, Muhammad Amir Dogar, PP-198, Khalid Mehmood Sargana, PP-78, Sardar Dildar 
Ahmed Cheema, PP-61. 
 
Services and General Administration:  Naghma Mushtaq Lang, PP-206, Ghulam Nabi, PP-167, Abdul Waheed 
Chaudhry, PP-196, Asad Ullah, PP-106, Chaudhry Shahbaz Ahmed, PP-143, Major (r) Zulfiqar Gondal, PP-118, 
Akram Khan Kanjoo, PP-208, Mian Shafiq Arain, PP-207, Makhdoom Syed Iftikhar Hussain Gillani, PP-267, and 
Rana Ejaz Ahmed Noon, PP-204. 
 
Social Welfare, Women Development and Bait ul Maal:  Shehzadi Umerzadi Tiwana, PP-38, Shakeela Aslam, 
W-308, Saima Aziz Mohi ud Din,W-311, Shugufta Sheikh, W-323, Asif Manzoor Mohal, P-280, Shabina Riaz, W-
344, Asifa Farooqi, W-329, Samina Naveed, W-346, Amna Ulfat, W-356, Khadija Umer, W-350. 
 
Special Education:  Pir Walayat Shah Khagga, PP-220, Nadeem Khadim, PP-26, Naveed Anjum, PP-145, 
Ramazan Siddiq Bhatti, PP-153, Fariha Nayab, W-309, Tariq Mehmood Alloana, PP-120, Malik Bilal Ahmed Khar, 
PP-252, Mrs Najmi Salim, W-351, Dr Faiza Asgher, W-351, Qamar Amir Chaudhry, W-358. 
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Sports:  Munawwar Ahmed Gill, PP-127, Deeba Mirza, W-358, Sheheryar Riaz, PP-12, Rana Muhammad Iqbal 
Harna, PP-121, Karam Dad Wahla, PP-219, Asif Bashir Bhagt, PP-117, Rai Safdar Abbas Bhatti, PP-263, Fiaz 
Ahmed Warraich, PP-232, Muhammad Arshed, PP-225, Haji Ghulam Jafar Sargana, PP-212. 

(The News – December 9, 2008) 
 

Economic Governance 
 
IFIs and Donors’ Assistance to Pakistan  
 
IMF Go-Ahead for Rs20bn Bourse Support Fund 
The International Monetary Fund has given a go-ahead to Pakistan to provide Rs20 billion fund to support its 
sinking bourses. After the removal of the floor on December 16, the Karachi Stock Exchange nosedived to a two-
and-half-year low amid growing economic uncertainty, Pakistan-India tension and an earlier IMF warning against 
using public funds to support the market. Adviser to Prime Minister on Finance Shaukat Tarin told that we have 
reached an understanding on the issue. Modalities of the support fund will be released in two to three days and 
shares worth Rs20 billion will be sold out to overseas Pakistanis. IMF’s Middle East and Central Asia Director 
Masood Ahmad also spoke at the seminar. Later, an IMF delegation led by Mr Ahmad met President Asif Ali 
Zardari and Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani. Mr Tarin said the government was assessing the market to 
determine the actual price of shares. He ruled out capital flight during the crisis in the stock market. Prime Minister 
Gilani apprised the IMF delegation of his government’s approach to address problems like poverty, limited access 
to public services and extremism through a combination of administrative, political and security measures. The 
delegation suggested measures for improving the tax-to-GDP ratio. The IMF delegation included Juan Carlos Di 
Tata, Deputy Director for Middle East; Dr Jaffer Mojarrad, Executive Director; and Paul Ross, Senior Resident 
Representative in Pakistan. 

(Dawn – December 17, 2008) 
 
ADB and Pakistan sign $300 million agreements 
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Government of Pakistan on December 17 signed agreements for 
loans worth $300m meant to support economic growth, poverty reduction and improved health of women and 
infants in Balochistan, Sindh and Punjab. The agreements were signed by Secretary Economic Affairs Division, 
Farrakh Qayyum and Rune Stroem, Country Director ADB on behalf of government of Pakistan and ADB. The 
representatives of provincial governments of Balochistan, Punjab and Sindh also signed their programme 
agreements with the ADB. Out of $300 million, $100 million is dedicated for the Punjab Millennium Development 
Goals (MDG) Programme, $100m for the Second Balochistan Resource Management Programme, and $100m 
for the Sindh Growth and Rural Revitalization Programme. 

(The Nation – December 18, 2008) 
 
 
State Bank of Pakistan & Economic Governance   
 
SBP takes Microfinance Uplift Initiatives  
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) Governor Dr Shamshad Akhtar on December 19 announced important initiatives for 
the growth and development of microfinance sector. These measures are expected to ease liquidity constraints of 
microfinance providers in view of the tighter liquidity conditions and sudden spike in inflation which has severely 
affected the poor and marginalized segments of the society.  
 
SBP has launched three facilities to support the microfinance sector: (i) The Microfinance Credit Guarantee 
Facility (ii) The Institutional Strengthening Fund (iii) The Improving Access to Finance Services Fund. 
 
Dr Akhtar said these initiatives are part of the GBP 50 million Financial Inclusion Program (FIP) supported by the 
UK Department for International Development (DFID) and an endowment fund worth dollars 20 million under the 
ADB's Improving Access to Financial Services Program. 
 
The Microfinance Credit Guarantee Facility is expected to increase the flow of credit to microfinance sector. The 
facility aims to incentivize banks/DFIs to channelize funds to MFBs/MFIs for on lending to low income segment of 
the population. The facility will provide credit guarantees of up to 40 percent of the funding provided by 
Banks/DFIs and aims to develop market and graduate poor borrowers to mainstream financial service providers. 
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Banks/DFIs will lend to MFBs at the SBP policy discount rate plus 200 bps. The funds channelized under facility 
to MFBs /MFIs shall be deductable from Demand and Time Liabilities of the banks/DFIs for the purpose of SLR 
and CRR calculation. The facility will be established at State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) with the help of the UK 
Government Financial Inclusion Program grant funds equivalent of up to GBP 10 million to be used as the 
guarantee fund. 
 
She said the State Bank has issued necessary guidelines for operationalizing the facility which were finalized after 
due consultation with stakeholders. The MCG facility is expected to help raise local currency funds for eligible 
MFIs/MFBs. The loans portfolio under the guarantee scheme will be administered by banks. The facility will also 
help building links between micro borrowers and formal financial institutions. The familiarization of the bank with 
the client should eventually lead to the "graduation" of the borrower. The facility shall provide partial Guarantees 
to minimize the perceived risk premium by covering part of the losses incurred on funds made available to 
MFBs/MFIs with the advantage of leveraging the guarantee fund a number of times while keeping the incentive 
for banks/DFIs to collect the loan. The lending of MCG facility will help these institutions to play their role in the 
growth of micro credit more effectively, SBP Governor said. SBP Governor Dr Shamshad Akhtar said the 
Institutional Strengthening Fund is designed to build capacity of the microfinance sector.The fund is expected to 
enhance potential for growth and create depth in outreach by improving human resource quality, service delivery 
and increasing service availability to potential microfinance clients. It was established at the State Bank under the 
UK Government's Financial Inclusion Program that involved funds equivalent to Pound Sterling 10 million for 
institutional strengthening. The fund will provide grants for capacity building to generate on-lending resources 
through commercial sources, equity investments or deposit mobilization strategy through improvement in 
management, governance, internal controls and functions. She said the fund will also provide grants for 
employing cost reduction mechanisms for increasing outreach in rural and remote areas through product 
innovation, development or use of technology. In addition, the fund will provide grants for business development 
services to MFI clients or improving quality of services; and developing capacity for transformation of MFIs into 
licensed microfinance banks. SBP has developed detailed guidelines, selection criteria and application format for 
ISF. The fund will primarily focus on institutions that are already regulated, or are in the process of seeking a 
license or have solid plans for restructuring in the near future, Dr Akhtar said. SBP's regulatory oversight will 
ensure transparency and good governance practices, which will ultimately lead to greater investment in the 
microfinance industry. Moreover, ISF is capped at dollars one million per year per grantee and subject to at least 
25% matching grant from the grantee. 
 
Grants may be made on an annual basis and institutions that qualify for funding in a year may also qualify for 
funding in another year subject to good performance and submission of another successful proposal through the 
approved application procedure. The SBP Chief said the Improving Access to Financial Services is also designed 
to enhance capacity of the microfinance sector and promote financial literacy. The fund has been established at 
the State Bank with help of an endowment of dollars 20 million under the ADB-supported Improving Access to 
Financial Services Program (IAFSP). The fund will provide benefits for and have positive impacts on rural and 
urban communities, in particular the poor and the women. 
 
These benefits are quantitative and qualitative in nature and include 
 
(i) capacity building and training of financial services providers to promote expansion into rural areas; product and 
service innovation, including savings, remittances and Islamic financial services; adoption and integration of new 
technologies and applications for improving access to financial services; (ii) capacity building and training of 
Government and regulatory authorities to support development of an inclusive financial sector and implementation 
of measures under the Program; and (iii) literacy programs (financial and basic) conducted by or on behalf of 
financial services providers for clients and potential clients to improve access to financial services and the 
utilization of finance. 
 
The Governor mentioned that in Pakistan there are about more than 30 million people living below the poverty 
line. Despite the consensus that microfinance is an effective tool to alleviate poverty, the gap between demand for 
and supply of financial services for the poor and marginalized segments of population is very wide. The current 
microfinance outreach of 1.8 million customers is limited to only around 5% of the potential market. The SBP and 
the Government of Pakistan are committed to increasing the number of microfinance borrowers to 3 million by the 
end of 2010 and 10 million by 2015 as documented in the national Microfinance Strategy adopted in 2007.  

(APP – December 20, 2008) 
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Saleem Raza is New SBP Governor 
President Asif Ali Zardari has appointed Saleem Raza as Governor of the State Bank of Pakistan at a time when 
the central bank will be required to play a major role in implementing International Monetary Fund’s conditions 
attached to a $7.6 billion bailout package. Mr Raza, 62, will take over on Jan 2, replacing Shamshad Akhtar 
whose three-year term ends on Jan 1. He is currently the Chief Executive of the Pakistan Business Council. He is 
elder brother of the President of the National Bank of Pakistan (NBP), Mr Ali Raza, and son of renowned 
bureaucrat Hashim Raza. He is a member of the government’s advisory council on finance. Former IMF Director 
Mohsin Khan and former Chief Economist Dr Nadeemul Haq were also considered for the post. 
 
Mr Raza said he would try to streamline the monetary policy. He also held a meeting with Prime Minister’s Adviser 
on Finance Shaukat Tarin to review the position of economic indicators following the release of the first tranche of 
the IMF package. According to sources, he said he would try to overcome the liquidity problem of the banking 
sector and improve the working of central bank for stabilising the rupee. 

(Dawn – December 30, 2008) 
 
Trade Deficit at $8.74bn in 5 Months  
 
The Federal Bureau of Statistics (FBS) reported on December 12 that Pakistan’s economy racked up $8.74 billion 
in trade deficit during the first five months (July-November) of fiscal year 2008-09, which is 20.27 per cent (or 
$1.47 billion) more than what was recorded in the corresponding month of the last fiscal ($7.26 billion). According 
to Statistical Bureau’s latest snapshot of trade activity, during the period under review, the economy pulled in 
imports worth $17 billion which were more than double its exports of $8.27 billion. During the same period of the 
last fiscal 2007-08, imports stood at $14.60 billion and exports at $7.34 billion. This depicts a 16.47 per cent 
growth in imports and 12.70 per cent growth in exports. 
 
One of the most interesting and encouraging aspects of the data was that during November 2008, although trade 
gap widened to $1.196 billion, yet it was 38.59 per cent less than the trade shortfall of $1.95 billion that was 
recorded in October 2008. During the month under review, imports dipped by 21.44 per cent to $2.72 billion and 
exports went up by 0.54 per cent to $1.53 billion over the previous month (October 2008). Besides, comparing 
trade figures of the month under review with the corresponding month of the last fiscal, in November 2008 trade 
gap declined by 26.24 per cent from $1.62 billion recorded in same month of the last fiscal. Exports declined by 
0.76 per cent from $1.54 billion documented in November 2007 while imports were down by 13.83 per cent from 
what was recorded in the corresponding month of the last fiscal ($3.16 billion). 
 
Trend of trade activities during November of the current fiscal year eggs on the prospect of slowing down the 
pace of burgeoning deficit as imports reduced sizably against previous months. If the current trend persists and 
Pakistani economic planners are able to take reasonable measures for bridging the gap, it would be one of the 
major winning points to celebrate. As for the last several years, the Pakistani economy is persistently confronted 
with the trade deficit gap that ultimately pushed up current account deficit, which is a potential threat to the 
economic health of the country. Ballooning trade deficit has also confronted the government with the dilemma of 
balancing its financial accounts. Depreciating Pakistani rupee and record high inflation are the other two big 
monsters that have badly confused the government’s economic policymakers. The government in its trade policy 
for the current fiscal year (2008-09) has projected an export target of $22.1 billion. Although the policy has not 
formally announced any import target, however, the commerce ministry’s officials revealed it would touch a $37 
billion mark, indicating a $15 billion trade deficit by the end of June 2009. 

(The News – December 13, 2008) 
Law to Protect Investments on Cards: Investment Min ister  
 
Investment Minister Senator Waqar Ahmad Khan said on December 17 that the government plans to bring 
legislation through parliament to protect investments for the next ten years, He said that the government will not 
only give full protection to the investments, memorandums of understanding (MoUs), bilateral trade agreements 
and projects through a legislation, but would also implement them in letter and spirit. The Minister said the 
government would also announce a new incentive-based investment policy within a week to attract foreign 
investments. He added the government would also ensure the continuation of its policies and strengthen them 
further. 
 
The Minister said Pakistan was open for investment in various sectors and investors could benefit from its 
investment-friendly polices and earn returns of up to 30 to 40 percent on their investments. He said a special task 
force was being set up to provide security to potential investors and their investments. The task force, he said, 
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would consist of officials from the ministries of interior, defence, investment and finance. Khan said the task force 
would ‘protect investors round the clock’, adding the Ministry of Investment had been created to safeguard the 
investors’ interests. The Minister said the government aimed to attract foreign investments worth $20 billion by the 
end of next year. He added the government was organising investment conferences for business communities 
abroad to highlight investment-friendly polices and investment opportunities in various sectors of the economy in 
Pakistan. 

(Daily Times – December 18, 2008) 
 

Local Governance 
 
Auditor General Pakistan’s Audit Report of Local Go vernment Bodies  
 
The three years (2005-2008) audit of Local Government Bodies, formed under the former President General (R) 
Pervez Musharraf’s rule revealed massive fraudulent expenditure, misappropriation, embezzlement and financial 
corruption. The report was sent to Government of Punjab through the Governor. 
 
Proven embezzlement/misappropriation is of 4.6 bill ion rupees. 
 

Districts Amount Involved Districts Amount Involved 
Lahore 490.052 Million Rawalpindi 104.642 Million 
Sheikhupura 154.973 Million Attock 217.078 Million 
Kasur 170.203 Million Jhelum 32.727 Million 
Nankana Sahib 46.109 Million Chakwal 102.018 Million 
Sahiwal 164.382 Million Sargodha 136.323 Million 
Okara 260.575 Million Mianwali 207.27 Million 
Pakpattan  81.634 Million Bhakkar 143.009 Million 
Bahawalpur 42.799 Million Khushab 50.004 Million 
R.Y.Khan 218.775 Million Gujranwala 150.179 Million 
Bahawalnagar 325.823 Million Gujrat 27.555 Million 
Multan 245.145 Million Sailkot 184.787 Million 
Lodhran 13.905 Million M.B.Din  18.985 Million 
Khanewal 81.426 Million Hafizabad 8.662 Million 
Vehari 48.183 Million Narowal 151.055 Million 
D.G.Khan 118.168 Million Faisalabad 351.172 Million 
Lyyah 9.600 Million TT Singh 33.877 Million 
Muzaffargarh 32.827 Million Jhang 132.809 Million 
Rajanpur 96.887 Million   
Total 2601.466 Total 2052.152 

 
(The Nation – December 28, 2008) 

Possibility of LG System in ICT  
 
IHC Allows Time to Evaluate Chances of LG System in  Capital 
The Federal Government on December 18 sought time from Islamabad High Court (IHC) to submit a detailed 
report on the possibility of implementing Local Government (LG) Ordinance 2002 in the Federal Capital or 
enactment of a special law in this regard. A single bench of the IHC comprising Chief Justice (CJ) Sardar 
Muhammad Aslam was hearing a petition filed by Pakistan Human Rights Society Chairman Kowkab Iqbal 
Advocate, seeking introduction of LG System in the Federal Capital. The court granted time to the government 
and adjourned the hearing into the case till second week of January. Aleem Abbasi, Standing Counsel for the 
Federal Government, informed the court that the government was thoroughly examining the issue as several legal 
and constitutional matters were involved. He sought more time, which the court allowed. During the hearing, the 
CJ reminded that the Chief Commissioner Islamabad had already admitted that the system could be implemented 
in the Federal Capital. He said people wanted democracy in the country and the step to introduce LG system in 
the capital would be welcomed. During last hearing on November 12, Interior Ministry’s Additional Secretary had 
sought two months time for legislation and introduction of LG system in the capital. The Local Government 
Ministry had told the court that introduction of the LG system in the Federal Capital was not possible under the 
existing laws as the Islamabad Capital Territory enjoyed a special status. The petitioner contended that if the LG 
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system could not be enforced in the Federal Capital under the existing LG Ordinance 2002, the authorities 
concerned should be directed to legislate and introduce separate LG Act for the Federal Capital. 

 (Daily Times – December 19, 2008) 
 
Civil Society & Local Governance  
 
Training to Boost LG Members' Performance 
The training workshop of City Institute of Image Management (CIIM) for union council nazims, lady councillors 
and town municipal officers (TMOs), held in collaboration with the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) on Gender Based Government System, proved very fruitful for the elected representatives and officials of 
the CDGK, said Naib City Nazim Nasreen Jalil. She said the UNDP has inked five-year agreement with Sindh 
Planning and Development Department and selected the CIIM to conduct training of the elected representatives 
and officials. She added that it was for the first time in the history of local government system that such a training 
workshop was held for concerned officials and the elected representatives at the UC level. The workshop left 
positive effects on the mindset of participants and helped in alleviating rifts between members of the opposition 
and ruling party. 

(The Nation – December 18, 2008) 
 

Poverty & Food Insecurity 
 
Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP)  
 
BISP Launched on December 23 
The Benazir Bhutto Income Support Programme (BISP) was launched outside the mausoleum of Bhuttos in Garhi 
Khuda Buksh on December 23. Sindh Chief Minister Syed Qaim Ali Shah and programme’s Chairperson Farzana 
Raja inaugurated it. Farzana Raja said that the mission of Ms Benazir Bhutto would be accomplished in letter and 
spirit after the implementation of programme. She particularly advised women to get their Computerised National 
Identity Cards for benefiting from it. She said that it was launched from the resting place of Benazir Bhutto on the 
directives of President Asif Ali Zardari. NADRA would verify the CNICs of the needy women before delivering 
cheques to them she said adding that the national survey for statistical data would be conducted through 
government organisations. Monitoring and evolution offices had been established in all four provinces and soon 
regional offices would also be set up for maintaining transparency, Farzana Raja said. MNAs would not interfere 
in the programme as all political parties had been taken on board as the programme was not PPP-specific, she 
said. Initially, Rs34 million were allocated in the budget for it as the programme had been hailed by international 
organisations, she said. Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah said that the dream of Benazir Bhutto to support 
underprivileged women would now be realised as selected women and widows, after every two months, will be 
delivered cheques of Rs2,000 at their doorsteps. Every month some 5.5 million deserving women of the country 
will benefit from it, he said adding that they would also be given developed land along with tractor and fertiliser. 
Around 18,000 educated youth were being trained in different trades in Sindh with each being paid Rs3,000 to 
7,000 per month and they would be absorbed in different jobs, inside and outside the country, on completion of 
training, he added. 
 
Later, Farzana Raja and Qaim Ali Shah distributed cheques of Rs2,000 among 500 poor women. Sindh ministers 
Pir Mazhar-ul-Haq, Ayaz Soomro, Ahga Siraj Durani also spoke on the occasion. 

(Dawn – December 24, 2008) 
 
Benazir Zarai Card, Tractor Scheme  
 
Benazir Zarai Card, Tractor Scheme from Next Month:  Zardari Issues Directives 
President Asif Ali Zardari asked the Zarai Taraqiati Bank and the Ministry of Agriculture on December 15 to 
implement Benazir zarai card and tractor schemes for small farmers from next month. Under a new presidential 
directive, manufacturers of urea fertiliser will now also be implicated in FIRs if their dealers are found involved in 
hoarding and overcharging. The urea shortage has hit the market during the crucial wheat sowing season soon 
after the government streamlined the availability of diammonium phosphate (DAP) fertiliser. The President 
allowed the import of raw sugar to avert its expected shortage in future and asked the authorities concerned to 
complete the import of 3.5 million tons of wheat before the harvest of the new crop in April-May next year. 
President Zardari was briefed on the food security situation at a meting attended by Food and Agriculture Minister 
Nazar Mohammad Gondal, Information Minister Sherry Rehman, Adviser to Prime Minister on Finance Shaukat 
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Tarin, Planning Commission Deputy Chairman Sardar Assef Ahmed Ali, State Bank Governor Shamshad Akhtar 
and senior officials of the relevant ministries.Briefing the media after the meeting, Mr Gondal and Ms Rehman 
said that under the Benazir zarai (loan) card scheme, a loan of up to Rs500,000 per crop would be provided to 
farmers to purchase seeds, fertilisers, pesticides and other inputs. 
 
The scheme will be implemented on a pilot basis in each district of the four provinces and will soon be extended 
to other parts of the country. The ZTBL and the National Bank of Pakistan will provide loan under the scheme and 
the SBP has been asked to work out an implementation plan for the project. The loan will be disbursed against 
every crop with a grace period of 90 days. The scheme will benefit small farmers of up to 12 acres in Punjab and 
the NWFP, 16 acres in Sindh and 32 acres in Balochistan. After the grace period, the loan will be charged with 
eight to nine per cent interest rate. The progress of the scheme will be reviewed every three months and the card 
will be a secured revolving credit card valid for three years. Interest rate on the credit will be as per the rate 
applicable on production loans. There will be no limit on the number of transactions through the card and require 
no more than one interface of the farmer with bank officials. Under the Benazir tractor scheme, 20,000 tractors 
will be provided to small farmers and the government will provide Rs200,000 subsidy on each tractor. 
 
The Agriculture Minister said that an option of disbursing both reconditioned and new tractors was under 
consideration. Agriculture Ministry officials informed the President that an increase in the official support price 
(Rs950 per 40kg) had encouraged the farmers to sow wheat on 201 million acres and the country would be able 
to achieve or reach close to the 25 million tons production target for 2008-09. Mr Zardari asked the commerce 
ministry to make arrangements with the departments concerned to export surplus rice of four million tons. He also 
asked the officials concerned to immediately export 1.5 million tons of rice to enable growers to get reasonable 
price for their produce. Mr Gondal said that out of three million tons of wheat, 1.7 million tons had been imported 
and import of the remaining quantity was in the pipeline. About 1.4 million tons of imported wheat had been 
supplied to remote areas while 5,000 tons of flour to the NWFP and 1,000 tons to Balochistan were being 
supplied from Punjab.About the urea situation, Mr Gondal said that 65,000 tons of urea had been imported last 
month and another 186,000 tons would be imported this month. 

(Dawn – December 16, 2008) 
 
First Micro-Insurance Conference  
 
Micro-insurance is a financial service for the poor, which provides risk coverage, and if properly designed and 
delivered, it would help in reducing the vulnerability of low-income households, Secretary Planning and 
Development Division, Suhail Safdar expressed these views while addressing inaugural session on “First Micro-
Insurance Conference”  held on December 17. Micro-insurance was initiated in 2005 within the country and 
within 3 years, it has expanded to include over one million clients. This incredible growth of micro-finance is 
extremely heartening, especially when compared to micro-credit, which had been on offer in the country for a long 
time. The secretary said that micro-insurance is a contributor to the poverty reduction and social protection 
objectives of the government. It has also become an important risk management tool for the poor of the country 
who have been hit hard by recent economic woes. This workshop, he said, is therefore a timely initiative taken by 
the Rural Support Programme Network in collaboration with Department for International Development (DFID-
UK), ADB, Pakistan Micro-finance Finance Network (PMN) and Adamjee Insurance. Kazi Abdul Muktadir, MD, 
National Institute of Banking and Finance stressed the need for agriculture insurance. In case of natural 
calamities farmers have to bear loss of crop and also face default on bank credit. He expressed that the need to 
cover risks and investment of marginalised farmers is of paramount importance. Presentations on insurance 
schemes and case studies were made by insurance companies and the role of delivery channel organizations, 
such as Rural Support Programs (RSPs) and Micro-finance Institutions (MFIs) was discussed. A panel discussion 
addressing challenges and future course of the micro-insurance sector in Pakistan was also a part of the agenda. 
Shoaib Sultan Khan, Chairman RSP concluded the conference with a note of thanks and insight from his years of 
experience in rural development. RSP and its members work with a mission to alleviate poverty and increase the 
standard of living of the poor. In pursuit of this goal, RSPN, in October 2005, partnered with Adamjee Insurance to 
initiate the first health insurance scheme covering hospitalisation and accident for rural residents in 87 districts of 
Pakistan. Within the first year, the scheme was able to provide health insurance cover to over 185,000 low-
income individuals. It appears that the first year enrolment in this scheme was greater than any other health 
insurance programme in the country at that time. As of June 2008 there were more than 600,000 rural households 
actively insured by RSPN. In order to understand the demand side of micro-insurance, members from community 
also shared their first hand experiences of using micro-insurance. A regional perspective was also brought into 
focus through exhaustive presentations from India and Sri Lanka. Considering micro-insurance was still at its 
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early stages in Pakistan, the deliberations in the conference offered opportunity for mutual learning regarding the 
nature and nuances of micro-insurance, its implementation and long-term sustainability. 

(Daily Times – December 18, 2008) 
 
Presentation by the Task Force on Poverty Reduction   
 
President Asif Ali Zardari on December 20 said that concrete steps should be taken for poverty reduction through 
private-public partnership and NGOs at union council level and all the recommendations of the concerned 
committees in this regard would be forwarded to the government for implementation. He made these remarks 
during a presentation by the Task Force on Poverty Reduction Social Sectors on Women Empowerment at the 
Aiwan-e-Sadr. The President said it was the first interactive meeting in the presidency, which was also attended 
by civil society organizations along with the government departments to benefit from the input of civil society. The 
meeting was informed that emergency relief camp of the Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP) for the 
displaced families of Fata had already been established. Some camps would be set up in Balochistan for the 
earthquake victims in the first week of January, next year. The BISP is holding national survey through 
development partners to collect accurate data of the deserving families for permanent income support. The 
meeting was also attended by Information Minister Sherry Rehman, Adviser on Finance Shaukat Tareen, 
Chairperson Benazir Income Support Program Farzana Raja and other concerned Officials. Representatives of a 
dozen civil society organizations concerning poverty alleviation also attended the meeting. 

(The News – December 21, 2008) 
 

Election Watch  
 
By-Elections in NA-28 
Bakht Jehan Khan of Jamaat-i-Islami was leading by over 1,500 votes over his closest rival Istiqbal Khan of the 
Awami National Party in the by-election for the National Assembly seat NA-28 in Buner. 
 
Polling in 11 stations was postponed after the suicide bombing earlier in the day. The seat had fallen vacant 
following the death of Abdul Mateen Khan, father of Mr Istiqbal. Nine candidates are in the run, besides Istiqbal 
Khan and Bakht Jehan Khan. They are: Maulana Fazli Ghafoor of JUI-F, Fanoos Gujar of Pakistan Awami Party, 
Ali Sher Khan of PML-N, Maulana Mohammad Hameed of JUP and independents Barrister Gohar Ali Khan, 
Nowshad Khan and Syed Amir Zeb Bacha. In the February election, Abdul Mateen Khan had bagged 22,601 
votes against 18,456 polled by Barrister Gohar Ali Khan, who contested on the PPP ticket. 

(Dawn – December 29, 2008) 
 
FAFEN’s Observations on NA-28 By-Polls 
Bar on Women Voting, Terrorist Attack Warrant Fresh  NA-28 By-Poll:   According to FAFEN report, a suicide 
bombing and barring women from voting characterized the NA-28 by-election in Buner on December 28, 2008. 
FAFEN recommended on Election Day that the ECP should stop the polling and re-schedule the by-election 
because the chaos and fear after the bombing created an environment conducive for electoral fraud and a vote 
not reflecting the true will of the voters in NA-28. FAFEN observation corroborates this as most of the incidents of 
ballot box stuffing and booth captures were reported after the terrorist attack. Instead, the ECP only temporarily 
suspended polling at 11 stations. In addition, women were completely prevented from voting at more than one-
fourth of all polling stations, and other electoral irregularities were widespread. FAFEN reiterates its 
recommendation to reschedule the NA-28 by-election and urges the ECP to formally reprimand all election 
officials working at polling stations where women were barred from voting. 
Detailed report is available on: http://www.fafen.org/admin/products/p49691262afe50. pdf  
 
 
By-Polls in NA-210 (Kashmore (Old Jacobabad-III)) 
By-election for NA-210 was held on December 15, 2008. The election was necessitated by the death of Nasrullah 
Khan Bajrani, who won the seat on PML-Q ticket in February 2008 General Election. Following are the results for 
respective constituency:  
  
Detailed Result 
 

Contesting Candidates Party Affiliation Votes Polled 
Mukhtiar Ahmed Suhriyani Independent 104 
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Contesting Candidates Party Affiliation Votes Polled 
Gul Muhammad Jakhrani Pakistan Peoples Party Parliamentarians 82189 
Sardar Ghulam Sarwar Khan Sarki Independent 121 
Dhani Bux Independent 103 
Asghar Ali Khan Bajrani Jamiat Ulama-e-Islam (S) 2286 
 

(Election Commission of Pakistan – December 17, 200 8) 
 
FAFEN’s Observations on By-Polls in NA-210 
FAFEN Demands Probe into By-Poll: FAFEN demanded the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) probe into 
the widespread incidents of fraudlent voting in NA-210 by-election held on December 15, 2008 and withhold the 
gazette notification until such a probe is complete. The demand was made in a report launched  by FAFEN on 
December 25. The report said that Gul Muhammad Jakhrani, the candidate fielded by PPP emerged victorious 
which was a one-sided contest after all four opposing candidates withdrew before the by-election date. However 
the polling went ahead because the last of the opposing candidate, Asghar Ali Bajrani withdrew after the four-day 
deadline before election-day, as stipulated by the Representation of People’s Act. While the gazette notification is 
not available on the ECP website, the result announced by ECP indicated that the PPPP candidate polled 82,189 
votes.  
 
FAFEN observers reported from seven polling stations that ballot books available with the Presiding Officers had 
already been stamped in favour of Mr. Jakhrani. FAFEN observers reported presence of unauthorized people 
inside polling stations in violation of election law and regulations. The unauthorized people included local 
government officials, local police officers (other than the officers assigned to secure the polling stations) and 
supporters of a certain candidate. These men were ensuring that ballots were stuffed in favour of Jakhrani. They 
were also commanding the small number of voters who had appeared to cast their votes in favour of the same 
candidate.    

(The Post – December 26, 2008) 
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Pakistan’s Foreign Relations 
 

 

Indo-Pak Relations 
 

President Bush Calls Zardari, Manmohan Singh: Pakis tan, India Agree to Hold-Down 
Tensions 
US President George W Bush called President Asif Ali Zardari and Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh on 
December 31 and all sides agreed on the need to avoid any action that would increase tensions. According to 
White House spokesman Gordon Johndroe, Bush “called Prime Minister Singh of India and separately President 
Zardari of Pakistan. President Bush urged both...to cooperate with each other in the Mumbai attack investigation 
as well as on counter-terrorism in general. “All three leaders from the United States, India and Pakistan agreed 
that no one wanted to take any steps that unnecessarily raise tensions,” Johndroe stressed. While talking to 
Bush, President Zardari reiterated Islamabad’s position of not allowing non-state actors to use Pakistani territory 
for launching attacks on other countries, and said stern action would be taken against any such elements. Bush 
and Zardari also discussed the general security situation in the region in the aftermath of the Mumbai terrorist 
attacks. “President Zardari reiterated the position of the government of Pakistan that it would not allow its territory 
to be used by non-state actors for launching attacks on other countries,” presidential spokesman Farhatullah 
Babar told AFP. Online reported Bush as saying the US desired peace and stability in the region. 

(Daily Times – January 1, 2009) 
 
India Releases 66 Pakistani Prisoners 
The Indian Border Security Forces handed over 66 prisoners, including 28 women and 6 children, to Pakistan at 
Wagah border who were released from Jodhpur and Amritsar jail on December 30. According to details, Pakistani 
nationals were identified a few months ago when a special committee consisting of Pakistani and Indian judges 
visited Amritsar and Jodhpur jails in India. Fifty-one officials who were arrested by Indian authorities for visa 
tampering were handed over to Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) officials, who confirmed their nature of crime. 
Fifteen other prisoners were taken to unknown places by Pakistani intelligence agencies for further investigation. 
Interior ministry official Ghulam Mohammad said Indian authorities had earlier conveyed that 67 prisoners were 
being released, however, only 77 were handed over to Pakistan. He said a young boy who was expected to arrive 
from a Mumbai prison could not make it, for reasons best known to Indian authorities. The arriving prisoners said 
their travel agents did the visa irregularities. As many as 584 Pakistanis were still detained in Indian prisons on 
charges of spying or illegal entry. Sources said five of the released prisoners were war prisoners, while 51 people 
had tampered their visas. 

(Daily Times – December 31, 2008) 
 
No Ultimatum given to Pakistan: Mukherjee 
Jharkhand: India said on Sunday no ultimatum had been given to Islamabad to act against terrorism, reported the 
Press Trust of India. Stating that Pakistan had made a commitment that it would not allow its territory to be used 
for terrorist activities, Indian External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee asked Islamabad to take steps and 
demolish the alleged terrorist camps there. Denying any ultimatum being set for Pakistan to act, he said: “No 
ultimatum was set. There is no question of any ultimatum. Nobody has set any ultimatum.” Asserting that India 
would share whatever information Pakistan required once the investigations were over, Mukherjee said Pakistan 
should admit that the terrorists involved in the Mumbai terrorist attack came from there. “If all these things are 
done, then there is no problem at all,” he said. He said: “Not once, but twice Pakistan had made a commitment. 
Once by Musharraf and now by President Zardari. Where is the commitment? Where is the action against 
terrorists?” Mukherjee asked. Regretting Pakistan’s U-turn on Maulana Masood Azhar’s arrest, he said: “The 
Pakistan Defence Minister had earlier said that the Jaish chief was under house arrest. “Now some others say he 
is not in Pakistan. Who is telling the truth? It is Pakistan which has to tell that,” Mukherjee said. Stating that he 
had spoken to the foreign ministers of the US, Saudi Arabia and China, the minister said: “Merely creating war 
hysteria without taking any action would not serve any purpose.” 

(The News – December 29, 2008) 
 
Pakistan Diverts Troops from FATA to Indian Border 
Pakistan is moving nearly 20,000 troops from the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) to Kasur and 
Sialkot amid reports of Indian troop movement and rising tensions between Islamabad and New Delhi. A senior 
military official, speaking on condition of anonymity, said the redeployed 14th Division would “counter any 
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misadventure by India”. “The troops have been moved from the western border areas where the operation 
(against Taliban) is not going on. But this is a limited movement to reinforce our defence on the eastern border”. 
He said Pakistan Army had restricted the leaves of its troops and officers in view of the security situation. 
Pakistan Air Force continued its ‘enhanced vigilance’ with fighter jets flying low over major cities on December 26 
evening to test their capability of countering a possible attack at night. Pakistan Navy’s Fleet Commander Rear 
Admiral M Asif Sandila visited deployed units to assess their operational preparations and told navy troops to stay 
alert. “Pakistan will respond in a befitting manner if its maritime interests are attacked,” he said. 

 (Daily Times – December 27, 2008) 
 

Sino-Pak Relations 
 
Sino-Pak Accord to Boost Military Cooperation 
Pakistan and China on December 15 signed an agreement for military cooperation as a landmark to take existing 
bilateral military ties to new heights. The signing ceremony took place in Beijing between Chairman Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Committee (CJCSC) General Tariq Majid and his Chinese counterpart at the conclusion of sixth round of 
Pakistan-China Defence and Security Talks — a forum to spearhead strategic and defence relations between the 
two friendly and brotherly countries. Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee (CJCSC) Gen Tariq Majid along 
with a high-powered delegation had earlier arrived in Beijing to hold talks, said an ISPR news release issued 
here. On arrival at Ba’yi Building (Peopleís Liberation Army Headquarters), CJCSC was received by General 
Chen Bingde, Chief of General Staff, Peopleís Liberation Army, followed by a guard of honour. The sixth round of 
Defence and Security Talks was held in a very cordial and friendly atmosphere between high-level defence 
officials from both sides headed by Gen Bingde and Gen Tariq. The dialogue covered a wide range of regional 
and international issues and a review of the ongoing military-to-military cooperation, including measures to bolster 
the existing ties. There was complete unanimity of views on all issues. The two sides agreed to take forward their 
strategic partnership to new heights and agreed to augment the existing military-to-military cooperation. While 
reviewing the growth of China-Pakistan relations over the past 57 years, the two leaders expressed satisfaction 
that the friendship between China and Pakistan has withstood the test of time, notwithstanding changes in the 
international, regional and domestic environment and has matured into a comprehensive partnership. Both sides 
were opposed to all forms of terrorism, extremism and militancy and resolved to cooperate with each other to fight 
these forces. China conveyed its complete support to Pakistan’s efforts to fight terrorism and appreciated the 
sacrifices made by the government and people of Pakistan in this regard. 
The CJCSC is scheduled to also meet high-level civil and military leadership of the Peopleís Republic of China. 
He will also visit HuDong Shipyard in Shanghai to see the progress on construction of Fñ22 P Frigates for 
Pakistan Navy and JF-17 Thunder Aircraft project in Cheng Fei Company in Chengdu. The Defence and Security 
Talks were instituted during 2002 and have since been held regularly, alternatively, in Pakistan and China and 
have matured into an extremely useful bilateral forum. Under the framework of this forum, relations between the 
two armed forces have now reached a strategic dimension. The dialogue now covers military-to-military 
cooperation, collaboration between the defence industries and global/strategic issues. Later in the evening, a 
banquet was hosted by Gen Bingde, CGS PLA, in honour of the CJCSC, which was attended by senior Chinese 
officials. 

(The News – December 16, 2008) 
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Regional Politics & Election Watch 
 

            

Bangladesh – Election Watch 
 
Election Results  
 
Grand Victory for Grand Alliance: The Awami League-led grand alliance has swept back to power after 
seven years out of office with a stunning landslide victory in an environment of free and fair elections that clearly 
showed the people's verdict for a change and has consigned the BNP-led four-party alliance to the political 
wilderness.  
 
The shocking results clearly indicate that the voters, especially the young and first-time voters, were hungry for 
change that the BNP-led four-party alliance was simply incapable of delivering. The four-party alliance offered few 
new ideas to the voters and appeared to have learned nothing from its two years on the sidelines during which 
many of its senior leaders were incarcerated on corruption charges. The defeat of the four-party alliance can be 
seen as the majesty of the public verdict against the unprecedented corruption and tyranny that marked its five-
year rule. 
 

Seat Distribution 

Grand Alliance  
 

262 

Four Party Alliance  
 

32 

Independent  5 
 

(The Daily Star – December 31, 2008) 
 

Total Seats Won by Political Parties (Unofficial) 
Declared 299, out of 300 

 
(Bangladesh Election Commission – www.ecs.gov.bd) 

 
Women Winners in Elections  
 
Highest 64 Women Elected to 9th JS: The ninth parliament will have the highest number of 64 female 
lawmakers, including 19 elected and 45 to be elected for the female reserved seats. For the first time 19 women 
candidates contesting for 23 parliamentary seats defeated their male and female contestants by a huge number 

Party Name Barisal         
21 

  
Chittagong     

58    

Dhaka    
94 

Rajshahi    
72 

Khulna    
36 

Sylhet    
19 

Total    
300 

Bangladesh Awami League 16 32 87 48 30 17 230 

Bangladesh Nationalist Party  2 17 0 8 2 0 29 

Jatiya Party  2 2 5 14 2 2 27 

Independent Candidate 0 1 1 1 1 0 4 

Jatiya Samajtantric Dal-Jasad  0 2 0 0 1 0 3 

Bangladesh Jamaytee Islami 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 

Bangladesh Workers Party 0 0 1 1 0 0 2 

Bangladesh Jatiya Party-BJP 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Liberal Democratic Party-LDP 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

No Vote 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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of votes. This time 60 women candidates contested for 65 constituencies with Awami League President Sheikh 
Hasina, Bangladesh Nationalist Party Chairperson Khaleda Zia for three seats each and Jatiya Party leader 
Rowshan Ershad for two. But although female voters constitute half of the total voters, their representation in the 
parliament is not proportionate to number of female voters. The total number of voters is 8,10,58,698 while 
4,12,36,149 are female. 
 
Hasina have won in all seats –– Rangpur 6, Gupalganj 3 and Bagerhat 1 while Khaleda Zia won in Feni 1, Bogra 
6 and 7. But the former first lady and lawmaker Rowshan Ershad lost both her seats — Mymensingh 4 and 
Gaibandha 5 constituencies. The success of AL’s women contestants is higher with 14 of its women leaders 
winning in 16 seats. The BNP women winners are Hasina Ahmed in Coxs Bazar 1, Romana Mahmud in Sirajganj 
2 and Khaleda Zia in three constituencies. The AL female winners, besides Hasina, are –– Sayeda Sajeda 
Chowdhury in Faridpur 2, Matia Chowdhury in Sherpur 2, Shahara Khatun in Dhaka 18, Sanjida Khanam in 
Dhaka 4, Dipu Moni in Chandpur 3, Nilufar Zafar Ullah in Faridpur 4, Sara Begum Kabori in Narayanganj 4, Meher 
Afroz Chumki in Gazipur 5, Sagufta Yasmin in Munshiganj 2, Rebeka Momin in Netrakona 4, Begum Monnujan 
Sufian in Khulna 3, Habibun Nahar in Bagerhat 3, Sultana Tarun in Kushtia 4 and Mahbub Ara Begum Gini in 
Gaibandha 4 constituency. Begum Momtaj Iqbal of the Jatiya Party won in Sunamganj 4. 
 
In the October 2001 parliamentary polls, 41 female candidates contested in 50 constituencies with Hasina and 
Khaleda in five each. They won in 13 seats with Khaleda in five and Hasina in four. Apart from the two top 
leaders, only four female candidates won in the polls. In the June 12, 1996 parliamentary elections, only five 
candidates won in 11 seats. Khaleda won in five seats while Hasina in three. Three other elected females 
candidates are AL’s Matia Chowdhury, BNP’s Khurshid Jahan Haque and JP’s Rowshan Ershad. In that election 
36 female candidates contested in 48 seats. A total of 46 women candidates took part in the fifth parliamentary 
polls held in February 1991. Of them, only four came out victorious. BNP chairperson Khaleda Zia won in five 
seats while AL president Sheikh Hasina, AL leaders Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury and Matia Chowdhury won in one 
seat each. 

(The New Age – December 31, 2008) 
 
Violence on Election Day  
 
Eighteen people were injured in separate clashes between the supporters of rival candidates in the parliamentary 
election in Kalkini and Shibchar upazilas today. Fifteen people were injured in a clash between the supporters of 
two rival candidates at east Kamalapur Government Primary School centre in Kalkini upazila. Supporters of two 
candidates in Madaripur-3 constituency were locked into an alternation and clashed, causing injuring on both 
sides. In another incident, three people, including a ward commissioner, were injured as supporters of two rival 
candidates clashed over voters’ list at Nalgora Government Primary School centre in Shibchar upazila. 
 

 (The Daily Star (Updates) – December 29, 2008) 
 
Election Observers  
 
Observers Term Polls Free, Fair 
The International Republican Institute (IRI ), a Washington-based election monitoring body, said the results of 
the ninth parliamentary elections held on December 29 are an accurate reflection of the will of Bangladeshi 
voters. IRI team leader Constance Berry Newman said that the election was free and fair. Political parties, 
candidates and citizens should accept the results and work together for a peaceful transition of power. 
 
Observation missions from Japan and the EU Parliame nt  also termed the polls free and fair. The delegation 
was particularly impressed with the dedication of the millions of Bangladeshi voters who stood patiently in lines to 
exercise their civic rights and participate in the political process, Newman, a former assistant secretary of state, 
said in a written statement. Its delegates were also impressed by the efforts to ensure procedural transparency of 
the elections, she said. Japanese Ambassador to Bangladesh Masayuki Inoue and other members of the 
observation team were present at the briefing. At a meeting with Foreign Adviser Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury at 
his office, Nirj Deva and Charles Tannock of the EU Parliament also thanked the caretaker government for 
holding a free and impartial election. 
 
Dissclosing the preliminary findings, European Union Election Observation Mission's (EUEO M) Chief 
Observer Graf Lambsdorff said apart from minor technical difficulties, professionalism, transparency and 
credibility were the hallmarks of the ninth parliamentary elections. Referring to BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia's 
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claims, Lambsdorff said the results were accurate and they did not find any instance of fraud in the election 
process and vote counting. He said there was allegation of irregularities in a few polling centres but it did not have 
any impact on the election results. 
 
Commonwealth Observer Group  in an interim statement said they have not found any evidence that supports 
the allegation of election manipulation. "We have found the December 29 parliamentary election has been 
credible and met many of the benchmarks for democratic elections to which Bangladesh has committed itself," 
said Commonwealth Observer Group Chairman Cassam Uteem. He hoped that the BNP-led four-party alliance 
would play an effective role in the parliament and make constructive criticism for the well-being of the people and 
the country. 
 
The international election observer delegation of National Democratic Institute (NDI)  said the parliamentary 
elections were well administered and held in a peaceful environment meeting international standards. Co-chair of 
the delegation and former US ambassador to Bangladesh Howard B Schaffer said, "The opposition should accept 
the result, attend the parliament and be loyal to the constitution." He said it would be a tragic mistake if the 
elected simply carry on with the winner-take-all approach and the use of money, muscle power and hartal come 
back again. 
 
Asian Network for Free Elections (ANFREL)  Foundation, an election observer in Asia, also made similar 
remark. 

(The Daily Star – Dec 31, 2008 & Jan 1, 2009)   
 

South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (S AARC)   
 
'Consultative Workshop on SAARC Development Goals ( SDGs) 
Major problems of South Asia are low income, illiteracy, ill health, gender inequality and environmental 
degradation and all these issues require to be tacked in short to medium term. Participants at a workshop on 
'SAARC Development Goals' said. Secretary Planning and Development Division Suhail Safdar inaugurated the 
'Consultative workshop on SAARC Development Goals (SDGs) and launch SAARC Regional poverty profile 
2005'. Speaking on the occasion Safdar said South Asia was one of the world's most dynamic regions and having 
a huge market backed by 400 million middle class consumers. He said that the region remained home to about 35 
percent of the world's poor. Income and non-income poverty remained a major problem of the area. Growing 
disparities between richest and poorest groups, between urban and rural areas and between states and provinces 
were one the biggest problems. Specialist Fiscal and Monetary Planning Division Dr Muhammad Aslam Khan 
gave a detailed presentation on SDGs. His presentation was based on 22 goals relating to reducing poverty and 
generation of employment opportunities. All these goals were in four priority areas including livelihood, health, 
education and environment. 
 
The first eight goals were related to livelihood  and they were eradication of hunger poverty. Halve within 2012 
the proportion of people in poverty (as per national poverty lines) and ensure an absolute reduction in the number 
of the poor within the same period. The third goal was to ensure adequate nutrition and dietary improvement for 
the poor. Ensure a robust pro-poor growth process, strengthen connectivity of poorer regions and of poor as 
social groups. The sixth goal was reduction in social and institutional vulnerabilities of the poor, women and 
children. Ensure access to affordable justice and to ensure effective participation of the poor and of women in 
anti-poverty policies and programmes. The choice of these goals was guided by three rationales including ensure 
that no one was left behind. The focus had to be on the most extreme expression of hunger poverty. The 
perspective was that of nutrition through improved diets. This goal had to emphasise the robustness of the growth 
process, the opportunities for the poor to be participants, and the equity consequences of growth.  
 
The second priority sector of the SDGs was health  and it had four goals including maternal health. Focus was not 
just on maternal mortality but also on improved nutritional status of adolescent girls and pregnant women. The 
key targets include increased presence of skilled birth attendants, pre and antenatal care. The second health 
goals related to child health and key targets include universal immunisation of children, universal practice of 
breast-feeding, provision of nutritious mid-day school meals at the primary level. The third goal related to 
affordable health-care and key targets include access to primary health-care services, access to affordable 
medicine including essential and alternative medicine, training of rural medical practitioners, including those 
practicing alternative medicine. The last health goal was related to improved hygiene and public health, and key 
targets include access to safe drinking water and sanitation, raising awareness of public and social hygiene 
aspects. The current challenges confronting the region were improved access and quality, reduce malnutrition, 
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reduce infant, under five and maternal mortality rate, shift focus from curative to preventive and better 
governance.  
 
The third priority sector of SDGs was education  and it consisted of four goals including access to primary and 
community school for all children, boys and girls alike. Completion of primary education cycle, universal functional 
literacy and the last goals was quality education at primary, secondary and vocational levels. The presentation 
further revealed that current situation was low literacy though improving, poor quality of education, gender 
disparity in education. The region was confronting several challenges like, developing curricula, quality 
maintenance, standardised literacy material, certification and accreditation, data collection and dissemination, 
affordability and willingness, low public investment in education.  
 
The environment  sector consists of six goals including acceptable level of forest cover, acceptable level of water 
and soil quality, acceptable level of air quality, conservation of bio-diversity, wetland conservation in the region 
and the last goal was ban on dumping of hazardous waste, including radioactive waste, in the region. The expert 
further said that broad objectives of preparing the regional poverty profiles are to provide an instant and up to date 
pen picture of the poverty situation at regional and national level and sharing of best practices on poverty 
alleviation. Serve as a monitoring tool of poverty scenarios, as an advocacy tool for policy debate and orientation, 
as a policy tool to promote regional co-operation and designing regional project. 

(Daily Times – December 13, 2008) 
 

Indian State Elections 
 
Congress Pips BJP in Crucial State Elections 
In a crucial electoral contest ahead of parliamentary elections early2009, India's ruling Congress Monday bested 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in three out of five states that went to the polls in staggered elections that ended 
Dec 4. The Congress retained power for a record third five-year term in Delhi, wrested Mizoram and ousted the 
BJP in Rajasthan while losing to it decisively in Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh in assembly elections that 
were the last popularity test ahead of the Lok Sabha battle. Even as BJP supporters celebrated in Chhattisgarh 
and Madhya Pradesh, party leaders admitted that the results were disappointing, especially the rout in Delhi 
where they had been confident of ending 10 years of Congress rule, more so since voting in all states barring 
Chhattisgarh took place in the shadow of the Mumbai terror carnage. The outcome of the staggered elections 
between Nov 14 and Dec 4 sparked off speculation about early Lok Sabha elections, but Digvijay Singh of the 
Congress argued against it. BJP sources admitted to IANS that if they had won even three of the four northern 
states, they would have pressed for early parliamentary polls. The Congress' most exciting victory came in Delhi 
where Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit, 70, crushed the BJP, winning 40 seats in the 70-member house with results 
yet to be declared from four constituencies. In Rajasthan's 200-member legislature, the Congress emerged the 
largest party winning 96 seats and was set to form the government taking help from among 25 independents 
including rebels from its own ranks. And in northeastern Mizoram, the Congress ended the Mizo National Front's 
(MNF) 10-year reign marred by corruption, sweeping 37 of the 40 assembly seats. But the Congress was routed 
in Madhya Pradesh, where the BJP, led by Chief Minister Shivraj Chouhan, 50, bagged 140 of the 230 seats. In 
neighbouring Chhattisgarh, the BJP overcame hours of suspense during counting to emerge the winner with 50 
seats in its kitty -- of the state legislature's 90. 
 
Political analyst G.V.L. Narasimha Rao, however, warned that there was no cause for cheer for the BJP or the 
Congress following the results. He said that the Congress is certainly doing better than expected but not as well 
as they should have done to win a national election. The BJP is doing worse than expected and does not look like 
it is in the lead to come to power nationally. But the Congress was buoyant. "There is no stopping the Congress 
now," claimed Congress leader M. Veerappa Moily, a confidant of party president Sonia Gandhi. BJP leaders 
admitted privately that they would rethink their Lok Sabha strategy because the issue of terrorism they had raked 
against the Congress government of Prime Minister Manmohan Singh after the Nov 26 Mumbai terror attacks and 
the arrests of Hindu activists following the earlier Malegaon bombings had failed to pay dividends. 

(http://www.newkerala.com/topstory-fullnews-57876.h tml) 
 

Political Crisis in Thailand 
 
Thai Opposition Leader Elected PM 
Thailand's Parliament elected the British-born leader of the opposition Democrat party as the new Prime Minister 
on December 15 after months of political strife that played havoc with the country's faltering economy. Abhisit 
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Vejjajiva, 44, who was schooled at Eton and Oxford, hopes to calm the tensions that have beset Thailand since 
loyalists of the deposed prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra took power earlier this year. Within minutes of his 
selection - by 235 votes to 198 - hundreds of red-shirted protesters showed their anger by throwing rocks at police 
barricades and laying siege to the parliament building to prevent MPs from leaving. The vote in favour of the 
minority Democrats - Thailand's oldest party - was a stunning coup. Thaksin loyalists were persuaded to cross the 
floor to support Abhisit, who was a contemporary of the London mayor, Boris Johnson, at Eton and a year ahead 
of the Conservative leader, David Cameron. 
 
Opponents said it amounted to a "judicial coup". But Somchai stepped down, making him the second Prime 
Minister banned in the space of four months after Samak Sundarvej suffered the same fate for hosting a television 
cookery show. In the short-term at least, Abhisit's opponents among the rural masses are unlikely to take to the 
streets in the same fashion as their yellow-shirted PAD rivals, who are better organised and financed. Abhisit said 
a key priority would be to shore up the faltering export and tourism-driven economy, which took a big hit with the 
airport closure that economists believe may have helped push the country to the brink of recession. He may not 
get a chance to prove himself. Abhisit's slender majority may become thinner when byelections to choose 29 new 
MPs - to replace those sacked by the court ruling that brought down the government - are held on 11 January. 
That will leave him even more at the mercy of his minor party supporters. 

(guardian.co.uk – December 15, 2008) 
 

Democracy in Central Asia 
 
Turkmens Vote in Poll with Little Choice 
More than two million Turkmens voted on December 14 in a snap parliamentary election touted by the 
government as a step towards democracy but condemned by critics as a sham. From camel-herding nomads on 
its sandy border with Iran to the vast gas fields in the east, Turkmenistan’s 2.5 million eligible voters started 
queuing up at polling stations from 8am. The former Soviet Central Asian country on the Caspian Sea has been 
emerging from isolation since absolute leader Saparmurat Niyazov died in 2006 after an eccentric, 21-year reign. 
New President Kurbanguly Berdymukhamedov has promised to press ahead with reform and attract foreign 
investors. But voters have put little faith in the election as all the candidates represent either the ruling Democratic 
party, the only party registered in Turkmenistan, or a handful of state-approved independents. The run-up to the 
vote was marked by voter apathy and distrust of the government – a sentiment which, like in Soviet times, people 
agree to share only in private in a country where criticism of the government remains taboo. The election is a key 
element of the new president’s reform plan, which aims to create a bigger and more powerful parliament that 
would carry greater weight in national decision-making. But just like under Niyazov, almost all of the 288 
candidates vying for 125 seats represent the ruling party. “It’s just a sham,” said Farid Tukhbatulin, a Turkmen 
rights campaigner who spoke to Reuters from Vienna. The Turkmen opposition mostly resides in exile and has 
shown little interest in the election. None of the opposition leaders could be reached for comment or posted any 
statements. “The conditions are not in place to hold a free and fair election that would be a meaningful reflection 
of the will of the people,” Human Rights Watch said in a report last month. 

(Daily Times – December 15, 2008) 
 

War on Terror in Afghanistan 
 
Afghanistan: More Troops will not help 
With each death in Afghanistan — civilian and military — it becomes more of a commonplace to say this is a war 
that can’t be won. The same British officers who said the Taliban had been decapitated say these days there can 
be no victory of the kind normally envisaged. Yet still more US and British soldiers are heading to this war. Then 
what? The answer is that no one directing the war in Afghanistan really knows. All that is on offer is the attempt to 
impose a military solution on a conflict which — like so many modern wars — cannot be settled by arms; which 
cannot be won; and which, in too many ways, has long been lost. Part of the problem is the conceptual one that 
has burdened our political classes for so long with ideas about what ‘victory’ and post-conflict reconstruction 
mean. It is a legacy of the Second World War, when the terms of victory and capitulation were indeed total. 
Combined with the recent doctrine of western military-humanitarian intervention, our leaders have yet to 
understand how dangerous the limitations of this approach are, so convinced are they that it cannot fail. But most 
wars do not end like the Second World War, or even with a successful negotiation between the two sides. 
Instead, they grind to a halt with a peace settlement that is incomplete, and whose partiality contains within it the 
conditions for a return to violence. Afghanistan, like Congo and Iraq, is one of these conflicts. And what politicians 
on both sides of the Atlantic — President-elect Barack Obama included — have yet to understand is that easy 
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victories on the battlefield and quick-fix reconstruction efforts are no answer to so-called ‘frozen’ conflicts where 
long lasting and pre-existing ethnic, sectarian and political competitions are either unfrozen or exacerbated by the 
intervention. In the case of Afghanistan the warning bells were being sounded by astute observers within 12 
months of the Bonn Agreement of December 2001 that had been designed to end two-and-a-half decades of 
Afghan conflict. Even then the risks were clear: a dangerous competition for power and the spoils of international 
aid at the new political centre; the hazard of renewed conflict that would follow the failure to mediate between 
Pashtu interests in the south and the new centre; and the potential for renewed social strife. Inevitably, as all 
dangers have come to pass — warlordism, corruption and institutional failure. They have acted as the accelerator 
for the renewed Taliban insurgency that began in 2006 and that has succeeded, not simply by force of arms or 
the existence of a haven in Pakistan’s tribal areas, but because many Afghans have been persuaded that the 
Taliban is a better bet than the corrupt and incompetent regime of President Hamid Karzai. The response has 
been the usual knee-jerk reaction in these circumstances — to bomb more, to send more soldiers and to prop up 
further a largely discredited government. The only real question now is whether it is too late to salvage anything 
from this mess. The answer is that it may be. The lessons of recent conflicts are that there is a short and finite 
period for reconstruction and peace-building to gain traction. And what is most crucial is not necessarily grand 
structural projects. What is necessary is to identify and then mediate areas of dangerous competition — what 
some specialists call ‘conflictual peace-building’. The problem is that as the conflict in Afghanistan has been 
escalated by all sides, the room for such strategies has been squeezed out. And with the US committed to 
sending ever more troops to Afghanistan in pursuit of the hubristic notion that the surge worked in Iraq in absolute 
terms, rather than simply freezing the lethal competitions there until after a US withdrawal, then all that seems 
certain is more war and further death. 

(Dawn – December 15, 2008) 
 

US after Presidential Elections 
 
Turnout in US Presidential Polls Hit 40-year High 
Enthusiasm among blacks and Democrats for Barack Obama’s candidacy pushed voter turnout in this year’s 
elections to the highest level in 40 years. Final figures from nearly every state and the District of Columbia 
showed that more than 131 million people voted, the most ever for a presidential election – a little more than 122 
million voted in 2004. This year’s total is 61.6 percent of the nation’s eligible voters, the highest turnout rate since 
1968, when Republican Richard M. Nixon defeated Democrat Hubert Humphrey, said Michael McDonald, a 
political science professor at George Mason University.  
 
Regardless of the method, turnout fell short of many predictions, in part because voters in some Republican areas 
of the country were not as enthusiastic this year with Senator John McCain as the party’s nominee as they were 
four years ago when President George Bush won a second term. Bush’s unpopularity after eight years in office, 
the nation’s fatigue with the Iraq war and the worst economic crisis since the Great Depression of the 1930s – 
coupled with Obama’s message of change – contributed to the increased turnout for Obama. He was also helped 
by a surge in black voters. The number of registered Democrats jumped in many states, helping to propel Obama 
to a larger share of the vote than Senator John Kerry, the 2004 Democratic nominee, in 44 states and the District 
of Columbia. Early voting hit a new high, with about 41 million people – or more than 31 percent – voting before 
Election Day, either by mail or at designated sites, according to returns compiled by The Associated Press. Early 
voting accounted for 22 percent of the votes cast in 2004. The Obama campaign invested heavily in early voting, 
and it appeared to be the difference in several states, although several of those people might have eventually 
voted on Election Day. Voter turnout increased substantially in newly competitive states such as Virginia, Indiana 
and North Carolina, which all went for Obama after decades of favouring Republican presidential candidates. 
Turnout also increased in some Republican states with large black populations, such as Mississippi, South 
Carolina and Georgia. North Carolina, which had competitive elections for president, governor and Senate, had 
the biggest increase in turnout, from 57.8 percent in 2004 to 65.8 percent this year. “I don’t know that we did 
anything different than in other states, but the magnitude was so different,” said North Carolina Democratic 
Chairman Jerry Meek. 

(Daily Times – December 15, 2008) 
  
 
Obama’s Team in White House 
Barack Obama on December 1 nominated Hillary Clinton to be his Secretary of State and his former foe vowed to 
give her all to steer America through a perfect storm of global crises. Debuting his new and heavy-hitting national 
security team at a Chicago press conference cloaked in symbolism, Obama said Defence Secretary Robert Gates 
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would stay on and tasked him with a fresh mission -- ending the war in Iraq. While stressing the importance of 
diplomacy, Obama struck hawkish notes which may discomfort some of his more dovish backers, warning the 
United States should keep the world’s strongest military and would chase down terrorists. Obama also named 
former NATO Commander and Marine General James Jones to be his national security adviser in a foreign policy 
line-up rich in global experience and wise in the ways of brutal back corridor Washington politics. 
 
The new team will take the reins in January in a world wracked by tumult, and must get US troops home from 
Iraq, deal with Iran’s nuclear drive, and mitigate deteriorating conditions in the Afghan war. The President-elect 
dismissed the sharp sniping of the Democratic primary campaign, when he and the former first lady both mocked 
the other’s foreign policy credentials, saying the crossfire exaggerated their differences. Obama noted Clinton, 
now in the latest political reinvention of her and husband Bill Clinton’s rollercoaster political ride, had been a 
“tough campaign opponent” drawing a rueful smile from the New York senator. Clinton vowed she would give “this 
assignment, your administration and my country, my all” and she and Obama walked off the stage after the 50 
minute press conference with their arms around one another. The former first lady said she would ignite new 
momentum in US diplomacy after the frayed alliances and recriminations of George W. Bush’s presidency. Gates 
will stay on at the Pentagon to give US war policy continuity with more than 150,000 troops locked in battle in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. Obama also sent a clear signal to US foes that his well known opposition to the Iraq war would 
not mean he would hesitate to commit military force if US interests were threatened. 
 
Obama introduced his foreign policy adviser Susan Rice, who has a hawkish view on using force to halt genocide, 
as the next US permanent representative to the United Nations and former justice department official Eric Holder 
as Attorney General. Arizona governor Janet Napolitano was meanwhile named Homeland Security Chief, at a 
press conference which saw Obama flanked by his new team, against a backdrop of American flags. 

 (Dawn – December 2, 2008) 
 


